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The Future of Population Growth

Session 6 of the Future of the World:
Global Policy Dialogues on Preparing for What’s Next series

Wednesday, 23 February 2022, 8:30-10:00 a.m. EST

Moderator
Aminda Leigh

Aminda Leigh is a British-Italian professional moderator and journalist with
30 years’ experience, beginning in newsrooms at various BBC radio and TV
channels in the UK. She is now based in Rome, where she runs a media
services agency — AMROS Media Solutions. She specialises in environmental
issues including climate change, sustainable transport, the circular
economy, chemicals management and disaster risk reduction as well as
research, innovation and technology.
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Panelists
Topic 1: Rapid population and demographics of population growth

John Wilmoth

John Wilmoth took up his position as the tenth Director of the
Population Division on 2 January 2013. He comes to UN DESA
from a distinguished academic career, most recently as







Laura Rodriguez Wong

Laura Rodriguez Wong holds a Ph.D. in Demography from the
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and is currently a
Full Professor, Researcher and Training Director of the Graduate
Course of Demography at the Federal University of Minas Gerais in
Brazil. In addition, She is Vice President of the International Union
for the Scientific Study of the Population (IUSSP). She also served
as President of the Latin-American Association for Population
Studies and General Secretary of the Brazilian Population
Association.

Her research experience is based mainly on demographic analyses applied to incomplete data,
and she uses indirect demographic techniques. Data evaluation (census, demographic surveys,
and vital statistics), together with fertility and maternal mortality has been the areas she has
dedicated most of her time to. As a consequence, Wong also focuses on the demographic
dynamics of the population, or the age and sex evolution of a population and its forecast.

The population change structure (or the ageing process) operating in developing countries and
its consequences motivates her to do research in more socially vulnerable populations, and she
advises a number of UNFPA country offices (Afghanistan, Angola, Guinea-Bissau, among them)
on country development programs design and evaluation.

Topic 3: Population, environment and climate change




She currently serves as Co-Chair on the New York City Panel on Climate Change’s 4th
Assessment, a member of Society and Economy Working Group of the New York State Climate
Impacts Assessment, a member of the US Census Bureau’s Scientific Advisory Committee, and a
member of the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Population.

Pierre Boileau

Pierre Boileau is currently the Head of the Global Environment
Outlook programme at UN Environment. In this role he has led his
team to complete the sixth Global Environment Outlook
(published in March, 2019) as well as 6 regional environmental
assessments (May, 2016). As part of the sixth Global Environment
Outlook, his team worked closely with more than 160 experts and
authors to produce the analysis contained in the publication. The
findings in the sixth Global Environment Outlook global assessment are closely linked to
pathways for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals as well as a “Healthy Planet for
Healthy People,” which is the theme of the report.

Prior to this, Boileau was the Head of the International Energy Agency’s non-member country
energy statistics section where he led a team of statisticians that produce IEA’s global energy
data publications as well as various electronic data products.

Raya Muttarak

Raya Muttarak is Professor of Demography at the Department of
Statistical Sciences at the University of Bologna, Italy. She is the
former IIASA Population and Just Societies (POPJUS) Program
director She has also been director of Population, Environment,
and Sustainable Development at the Wittgenstein Centre for
Demography and Global Human Capital since 2017. She currently
serves as an editor of Population and Development Review and an
editorial board member of Population and Environment and
Vienna Yearbook of Population Research .

Her research focuses mainly on the reciprocal relationship between population and the




