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TECHNICAL BRIEF 

The Importance of Building 
Decarbonization and Benefits  
for the SDGs



https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://globalabc.org/resources/publications/2021-global-status-report-buildings-and-construction
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/climate+business/resources/green+buildings+report
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/the-construction-sector-can-pave-the-way-for-a-green-economic-recovery/
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http://globalabc.org/index.php/resources/publications/2020-global-status-report-buildings-and-construction
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/household-air-pollution-and-health
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg3/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FinalDraft_FullReport.pdf
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg3/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FinalDraft_FullReport.pdf
https://www.dgnb.de/de/aktuell/pressemitteilungen/2021/dgnb-report-sdgs
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg3/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FinalDraft_FullReport.pdf
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Source: IPCC (2022), Sixth Assessment Report, “Climate Change 2022: Mitigation of Climate Change” 
 
Whilst contributing to the synergies with most of the SGDs, climate change mitigation actions in the buildings and construction sector 
may also have trade-offs. For example, improving building design and performance can result in synergies with SDGs 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 
10, 11, 12, 15 & 16, while also having trade-offs with SDGs 8 & 9; Changing construction materials can bring synergies with SDGs 3, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 11, 12 & 17, but paradoxically also have trade-offs with SDGs 3, 8, 6 & 14 (IPCC, 2022). 

 

 

 

  
 
 
Source: ibid 

 
The 2030 Agenda sets out ambitious goals for the achievement of a better and more sustainable future for all. Transforming buildings 
and the built environment can generate multiple benefits, from climate to resources, to improved quality of life, health, shelter and 
access to basic services. It is critical for the buildings and construction sector to harness the synergies between climate and SDGs 
while minimising the negative trade-offs. It is also important to note that there exists no one-size-fits-all solution: Synergies and 
trade-offs vary depending on the national contexts.  

III. Lessons learned on opportunities and 

https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg3/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FinalDraft_TechnicalSummary.pdf
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg3/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FinalDraft_FullReport.pdf
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https://globalabc.org/
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/974430/2044350/84e380088170c69e6b6ad45dbd133ef8/2022-05-27-1-climate-ministers-communique-data.pdf?download=1
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https://globalabc.org/our-work/forging-regional-pathways-global-and-regional-roadmap
https://globalabc.org/our-work/forging-regional-pathways-global-and-regional-roadmap
mailto:global.abc@un.org
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-tracking/pathways/human-settlements-climate-action-pathway
https://globalabc.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/Decarbonizing%20The%20Building%20Sector%20-%2010%20Key%20Measures.pdf
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integration of resilience strategies and plans for the built environment, the use of integrated design based on green building standards, 
certification schemes, rating tools. In addition, the GlobalABC has launched “10 principles for effective action” to encourage 

https://globalabc.org/resources/publications/adaptation-building-sector-climate-change-10-principles-effective-action
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg3/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FinalDraft_FullReport.pdf
https://www.wri.org/initiatives/zero-carbon-building-accelerator
https://worldgbc.org/EURoadmap
https://worldgbc.org/EURoadmap
https://www.wbcsd.org/
https://www.dgnb.de/de/aktuell/pressemitteilungen/2021/dgnb-report-sdgs
https://www.dgnb.de/de/aktuell/pressemitteilungen/2021/dgnb-report-sdgs
https://globalabc.org/resources/publications/2021-global-status-report-buildings-and-construction
https://globalabc.org/resources/publications/2021-global-status-report-buildings-and-construction
https://globalabc.org/our-work/forging-regional-pathways-global-and-regional-roadmap
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https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/climate+business/resources/green+buildings+report
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-71061-7_61-1
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For further information, please contact:  

Secretariat of the Climate and SDGs Synergies Conference 

Email: climate-sdgs-


