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2. How do food security and 
displacement relate to each 
other?
Displacement, like food insecurity and hunger, has 
multiple and overlapping drivers that often mutually 
reinforce each other. Natural hazards, conflict 
and economic shocks are the primary drivers of 
displacement. 

Conflict remains the main driver of hunger, with  
70 percent of the world’s hungry people living in areas 
aʜicted by war and violence.  Displaced people are forced 
to abandon their agricultural livelihoods and cultivation 
of their land, increasing the overall food insecurity 
situation of a community or even a country. For example, 
satellite-based analyses conducted in October 2022 by 
WFP in hard-to-reach areas in Burkina Faso indicate the 
signiɲcant reduction in agricultural activities after local 

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000147717/download/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/database/displacement-data
https://www.fsinplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/GRFC 2022 MYU Final.pdf
https://www.ifpri.org/publication/global-food-policy-report-2023-rethinking-food-crisis-responses
https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-global-operational-response-plan-update-7-february-2023
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2022/
https://www.nrc.no/resources/reports/hammer-blow/
https://www.fsinplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/GRFC 2022 MYU Final.pdf
https://www.fsinplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/GRFC 2022 MYU Final.pdf
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12    Food and Agriculture Organization, ϥmpact of the Ukraine-Russia conɳict on global food security and related matters under the mandate of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 2022.

13    https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/global-food-insecurity-is-on-the-rise-so-is-internal-displacement-what-is-the 

Due to these vulnerabilities, IDPs are more likely to 
be affected by new external shocks, for example the 
ongoing global economy decline. Supply chain disruptions 
and inɳation driven up by increasing fuel and food prices 
have disproportionately aϜected ϥDPs and countries 
aϜected by displacement.12

https://www.fao.org/3/nj164en/nj164en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/nj164en/nj164en.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/global-food-insecurity-is-on-the-rise-so-is-internal-displacement-what-is-the
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14    World Food Programme. Strategic Plan 2022-2025. Box Three: People on the Move. Page 21. November 2021.

https://executiveboard.wfp.org/document_download/WFP-0000132205
https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/global-food-insecurity-is-on-the-rise-so-is-internal-displacement-what-is-the
https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-strategic-plan-2022-25
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The 31 commitments of the Action Agenda are grouped into 11 clusters. WFP has signed up to two ‘clusters’, and is 
also able to contribute to commitments in other clusters (Table 1). Sixteen pilot countries, Afghanistan, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Colombia, Ethiopia, ϥraq, Libya, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Philippines, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Vanuatu and Yemen, have been selected by the Special Adviser for implementing these commitments and solutions. 
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1. HELP IDPS FIND A DURABLE 
SOLUTION TO THEIR 
DISPLACEMENT 
In line with WFP’s Protection and Accountability policy 
(2020) and WFP’s Community Engagement Strategy for 
Accountability to AϜected Populations (2021), WFP is 
committed to ensure strong and inclusive participation of 
IDPs and local communities in all our solutions, including 
by promoting strengthened use of community-based 
planning and by facilitating the active involvement of 
people of all ages, genders and diversities in decision-
making. 

Recognising that for ϥDPs to regain their self-suʛciency, 
they need jobs, livelihoods and access to income 
and social protection systems, WFP contributes 
to laying the foundation for longer-term internal 
displacement solutions through system strengthening, 
resilience building, and supporting access to 
education: strengthened public services are the key 
to both prevention and durable solutions. Enhanced 
investment in WFP’s ‘enabling’ work supporting capacity 
strengthening of governments and other national 
and local actors is embedded in all our programmatic 
oϜerings, paving the way for greater local and national 
ownership and stewardship of food security outcomes.

WFP will work with the broader multilateral system, 
Member States, and ɲnancial institutions to advocate for 
enhanced ɲnancing of operations that involve displaced 
populations.  This includes extending the coverage of 
social protection systems to IDPs. Additional actions will 
reinforce these investments (See table 2).

1.1 Strengthening National 
Systems: Social Protection and 
Supply Chains
In 2022, WFP transferred over $3bn in humanitarian 
cash to 56m people across 72 countries. Of the total 
number of people reached, approximately ten percent 
were internally displaced. WFP has decades of experience 
in humanitarian cash and has been a core member of the 
UN Common Cash Platform and Cash Working Group.  

The ability to set up and scale cash transfers is an area 
of work in which WFP has invested considerably since 
2006.  These investments have combined traditional 
WFP programming tools such as targeting, eligibility 
criteria, and enrolment on digital systems to contracting 
of ɲnancial service providers and retailers through whom 
eligible participants can receive their entitlements.

These investments and ‘know-how’ have been 
leveraged alongside our expertise in in-kind transfers, 

school feeding programmes and other analytical and 
operational capacities to support Government eϜorts 
to develop or expand the reach of national social 
protection systems and safety net programmes. This 
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2. PREVENTING NEW 
DISPLACEMENT CRISES FROM 
EMERGING
WFP reduces the displacement risks posed by climate 
change and disasters by strengthening early warning, 
preparedness, and anticipatory action; by protecting 
livelihoods and food systems; by promoting community 
resilience and coping capacities and social cohesion; and 
by supporting equitable access to social protection and 
other basic services. As noted earlier, the conditions that 
facilitate durable solutions to current displacement are 
also likely to contribute to prevent future displacement. 

2.1 Strengthening early warning, 
preparedness and anticipatory 
action 
Building on years of experience and leadership in food 
security assessments and analysis, and leveraging WFP’s 
extensive data collection and analytical capacity, from 
ɲeld assessments to near real-time monitoring to machine-
learning-based predictive analytics and access to satellite 
imagery, WFP helps governments and partners to bridge 
data gaps, support joint assessments, access ‘hidden 
population groupsɅ and proɲle ϥDPs and host communities 
to strengthen early warning systems and optimize 
predictability and response. 

While this knowledge is already shared at country level and 
informs shared analysis (Common Country Assessments), 
joint programming and joint packages of support with other 
actors, WFP’s nuanced understanding of the root causes of 
displacement crises, intersectional risks and vulnerabilities 
can be further leveraged and harnessed to inform national 
policies, plans and responses to reduce displacement risks, 
understand the costs of inaction and build the resilience 
of the most vulnerable. At country-level, WFP is ready 
to support internal displacement data working groups 
to coordinate and promote greater transparency and 
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2. Mali 2022: after paying a 2.15 m USD premium, WFP 
received in November 8 m USD to support 300,000 
people through food assistance and nutrition support.  

Similarly, WFP uses climate risk insurance and ɲnancial 
inclusion to build ɲnancial protection at community level, 
which has a positive impact on livelihood protection, 
investment and food security which can reduce or even 
prevent internal displacement.  

1. Madagascar: during the 2021 drought, WFP 
supported 3,500 households to access microinsurance. 
All received 2 payouts after each rainy season 
Following extreme drought conditions, all the insured 
beneɲciaries received a payout for a total of around 
US$140, which supported their capacity to buy food and 
inputs, improve their food consumption, and maintain 
their livelihoods through investments in agricultural 
production and livestock, including replanting for the 
following season.  

2. Kenya: in 2017 after a strong El Nino event with a long 
dry spell, 5,000 insured participants received a US$100 
payout that enabled adequate food consumption, 
protection of livestock and payment of school fees. WFP 
was working with 5000 households on risk reduction 
activities. Participants were also supported in improving 
their ɲnancial inclusion through Village Savings and 

https://innovation.wfp.org/project/empact


13

Recent evidence suggests that asset creation, land 
rehabilitation, and integrated resilience building 
programmes lead to 1) better protection against climate 
hazards and restored environments, 2) new income/value 
chain/job opportunities among vulnerable communities 
and groups ɀ focusing on youth in particular, thus 
reducing distress and environmental displacement.  

WFP also works with national and international actors to 
ensure displacement risks and associated protection and 
assistance needs are systematically considered within 
national and sub-national strategies and action plans. 
WFPsɅ deep ɲeld presence and close relations with local 
governments across countries provides an inɳuential 
entry point to engage in local solutions to prevent 
displacement.

3. ENSURE THOSE FACING 
DISPLACEMENT RECEIVE EFFECTIVE 
PROTECTION AND ASSISTANCE.
Displaced populations are at high risk of food insecurity 
and malnutrition and face critical gaps in protection. 
Access to food is at the heart of most humanitarian crises, 
and WFP’s expertise, agility and operational presence 
make it an undisputed leader in addressing acute food 
needs of aϜected populations while ensuring to prevent 
and respond to protection risks associated with hunger in 
all contexts, and to achieving successful food security and 
protection outcomes for aϜected populations. 

In line with the humanitarian principles of humanity, 
neutrality, impartiality and independence, WFP provides 
urgent food, cash, and nutrition assistance—targeting 
those most vulnerable with speed, at scale and with the 
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Active engagement in the related UNSDCF Results Group, 
in which UN agencies develop their joint workplans and 
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WFP also recognizes the need at both the country and 
corporate levels to expand qualitative data collection, 
analysis and reporting.

Although progress has been made in reporting WFP’s 
performance by strategic results, further work is needed 
to facilitate WFP’s commitment to report on how it 
delivers results at country level, as part of inter-agency 
eϜorts. Enhanced tracking arrangements to monitor how 
WFP contributes to solutions to internal displacement in 
speciɲc contexts going forward will need to be explored ɀ 
including ensuring data is disaggregated for IDP tracking 
and decision-making purposes, and in capturing a more 
nuanced understanding of IDPs’ priorities, capacities, and 
concerns. This would enable better planning for the needs 
of the aϜected populations in order to deliver timely, 
eϜective interventions. The food security cluster, which 
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Annex 1

Annexes

Table 1. WFP’s commitments

Investment Action Commitment

A: Institutional Capacity

Coordination & Staʛng

• Establish an inter-divisional/departmental ‘operations 
team’ to follow-up on the WFP Institutional plan for IDPs and 
provide global guidance and direction for the SG Initiative 
commitments. 

• Reinforce existing capacities of the Emergencies and 
Transitions Unit of the Programme Division

ɍ Establish dedicated capacity in at least four country oʛces 
to focus on the social protection pathways for displaced 
populations
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ASSUMPTIONS:

The success of the Implementation Plan Strategy above rests on three overarching assumptions:




