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Virtual open briefing of the Counter-Terrorism Committee on 
“Protection of ‘soft’ targets against terrorist attacks” 
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Concept note 

 
I. Introduction 
 
1. “Soft” targets, also called vulnerable targets, (e.g., urban public spaces or other sites that 
are crowded with local or tourist populations) are attractive to terrorists, including foreign terrorist 
fighters (FTFs), because they are relatively open and easy to access; are subject to lower levels of 
security protection; and offer an opportunity not only to cause massive destruction, high civilian 
casualties, and widespread publicity with limited logistic and financial resources, but also to instil 
fear into the public. Such attacks have increased in numbers in every region of the world over 
recent years. The effective protection of “soft” targets requires not only the implementation of 
physical protection measures, but also the development of strong and resilient communities and 
close engagement with civil society and all other sections of society, including religious and 
community leaders, women, educators, youth, and social workers.  
  
2. The protection of “soft” targets, including public spaces, presents a number of significant 
and complex challenges. 
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5. In its 8$$#%$-2! 9:! 9;#! <-=$=%<! 4.=%>=4?#&! :%! @:.#=<%! 9#..:.=&9! @=<;9#.&! A*/0BC!
(S/2018/1177), the Counter-Terrorism Committee!encourages Member States, in cooperation with 
local authorities, to consider promoting public-private partnerships by developing cooperation 
mechanisms; supporting business owners and operators and infrastructure managers; and sharing 
plans, policies and procedures.  
 
6. On 27 June 2019, the Committee held an open briefing on “Protection of ‘soft’ targets 
through local engagement and public-private partnerships” with a view to raising central and local 
governments’, cities’ and businesses’ awareness of the need to develop measures to prevent, 
protect, mitigate, investigate, respond to and recover from terrorist attacks against “soft” targets. 
 
7. CTED plays a central role in supporting and implementing the policy decisions of the 
Council and the Committee, assisting them to define the international counter-terrorism agenda 
and assessing States’ efforts to prevent and counter terrorism, including in relation to the protection 
of “soft” targets. The assessments prepared by CTED on the Committee’s behalf include 
recommendation
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11. In June 2018, acting within the framework of the Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination 
Compact Working Group on Emerging Threats and the Protection of Critical Infrastructure, the 
Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED) and the International Criminal 
Police Organization (INTERPOL) issued 



 
!"#$%&'()&''"'*+,-!",,*%%&&-./&0#%*1&-2*'&0%"'3%&-4!).25 

4 
 

 
17. The proposed briefing will consist of an opening session, to be followed by a main session 
featuring presentations by a panel of experts on various aspects of protecting “soft” targets and the 
implementation of 


