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El Mostafa Rezrazi is a Moroccan Professor of Crisis
Management and has worked at several Moroccan
universities, as well as at Sapporo Gakuin University, Japan. He
also works as a Clinical psychologist and heads the Moroccan
Observatory on Extremism and Violence, a civil research
organization created in 2016 to increase knowledge on the link
between violent extremism and gender in North Africa and the
Sahel.

1. How has COVID-19 impacted violent extremism and radicalization in North Africa?

There has been recently a lot of discussions about COVID-6€' € \WDADE ZY 15ZiGYH GiHGWiEW, but
the empirical fact findings are still limited and do not allow us to define clear trends yet. To fill
this gap, our observatory has been monitoring most of the reactions of terrorist and violent
extremist groups since the outbreak of the pandemic. Gathered findings so far have shown that
these groups were able to take advantage of the pandemic and adjust their narratives accordingly.
For example at the beginning of the pandemic the Islamic State (IS) promoted the idea that the
their areas of control, their propaganda shifted to promotlng preventlon measures to contain the
spread of the virus amongst its members. Then, it shifted again to a call for the expansion of their
terrorist activities while states were busy with combatting the pandemic.

There is also an urban and rural divide in terms of how border closures and quarantine measures
SAIG SWDADIGE ISZIGYH GiaGwicte 037zpe &Y ESTIGIGYH eGHYOS If social distancing and
guarantining are more urban measures, we have observed in remote area that terrorist groups
are still present and have even have gained territoriality (like in the Sahel), and increased their
activities.

'\\1 P | UNITED:#] T I I g e



2. We know that globally COVID-19 is having a disproportionate impact on women. Ha


https://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/gender-and-preventing-violent-extremism-in-north-africa
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