




(b) When a State Party ceases to be a party to a treaty listed in the annex, it may make a declaration as provided for 
in this article, with respect to that treaty. 

3. For an act to constitute an offence set forth in paragraph 1, it shall not be necessary that the funds were actually 
used to carry out an offence referred to in paragraph 1, subparagraphs (a) or (b). 



3. Each State Party shall ensure, in particular, that legal entities liable in accordance with paragraph 1 above are 
subject to effective, proportionate and dissuasive criminal, civil or administrative sanctions. Such sanctions may include 
monetary sanctions. 

 
Article 6 

Each State Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary, including, where appropriate, domestic legislation, 
to ensure that criminal acts within the scope of this Convention are under no circumstances justifiable by considerations 
of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or other similar nature. 

 
Article 7 

1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the offences set 
forth in article 2 when: 

(a) The offence is committed in the territory of that State; 

(b) The offence is committed on board a vessel flying the flag of that State or an aircraft registered under the laws of 
that State at the time the offence is committed; 

(c) The offence is committed by a national of that State. 

2. A State Party may also establish its jurisdiction over any such offence when: 

(a) The offence was directed towards or resulted in the carrying out of an offence referred to in article 2, paragraph 
1, subparagraph (a) or (b), in the territory of or against a national of that State; 

(b) The offence was directed towards or resulted in the carrying out of an offence referred to in article 2, paragraph 
1, subparagraph (a) or (b), against a State or government facility of that State abroad, including diplomatic or consular 
premises of that State; 

(c) The offence was directed towards or resulted in an offence referred to in article 2, paragraph 1, subparagraph (a) 
or (b), committed in an attempt to compel that State to do or abstain from doing any act; 

(d) The offence is committed by a stateless person who has his or her habitual residence in the territory of that State; 

(e) The offence is committed on board an aircraft w



6. Without prejudice to the norms of general international law, this Convention does not exclude the exercise of any 
criminal jurisdiction established by a State Party in accordance with its domestic law. 

 
Article 8 

1. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures, in accordance with its domestic legal principles, for the 
identification, detection and freezing or seizure of any funds used or allocated for the purpose of committing the offences 
set forth in article 2 as well as the proceeds derived from such offences, for purposes of possible forfeiture. 

2. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures, in accordance with its domestic legal principles, for the 
forfeiture of funds used or allocated for the purpose of committing the offences set forth in article 2 and the proceeds 
derived from such offences. 

3. Each State Party concerned may give consideratio





2. States Parties may not refuse a request for mutual legal assistance on the ground of bank secrecy. 

3. The requesting Party shall not transmit nor use information or evidence furnished by the requested Party for 
investigations, prosecutions or proceedings other than those stated in the request without the prior consent of the 
requested Party. 

4. Each State Party may give consideration to establishing mechanisms to share with other States Parties information 
or evidence needed to establish criminal, civil or administrative liability pursuant to article 5. 

5. States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraphs 1 and 2 in conformity with any treaties or other 
arrangements on mutual legal assistance or information exchange that may exist between them. In the absence of such 
treaties or arrangements, States Parties shall afford one another assistance in accordance with their domestic law. 

 
Article 13 

None of the offences set forth in article 2 shall be regarded, for the purposes of extradition or mutual legal 
assistance, as a fiscal offence. Accordingly, States Parties may not refuse a request for extradition or for mutual legal 
assistance on the sole ground that it concerns a fiscal offence. 

 
Article 14 

None of the offences set forth in article 2 shall be regarded for the purposes of extradition or mutual legal assistance 
as a political offence or as an offence connected with a political offence or as an offence inspired by political motives. 
Accordingly, a request for extradition or for mutual legal assistance based on such an offence may not be refused on the 
sole ground that it concerns a political offence or an offence connected with a political offence or an offence inspired by 
political motives. 

 
Article 15 

Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as imposing an obligation to extradite or to afford mutual legal 
assistance, if the requested State Party has substantial grounds for believing that the request for extradition for offences 
set forth in article 2 or for mutual legal assistance with respect to such offences has been made for the purpose of 
prosecuting or punishing a person on account of that person=s race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin or political 
opinion or that compliance with the request would cause prejudice to that person=s position for any of these reasons. 

 
Article 16 

1. A person who is being detained or is serving a sentence in the territory of one State Party whose presence in 
another State Party is requested for purposes of identification, testimony or otherwise providing assistance in obtaining 
evidence for the investigation or prosecution of offences set forth in article 2 may be transferred if the following 
conditions are met: 

(a) The person freely gives his or her informed consent; 

(b) The competent authorities of both States agree, subject to such conditions as those States may deem appropriate. 

2. For the purposes of the present article: 



(a) The State to which the person is transferred shall have the authority and obligation to keep the person transferred 
in custody, unless otherwise requested or authorized by the State from which the person was transferred; 

(b) The State to which the person is transferred shall without delay implement its obligation to return the person to 
the custody of the State from which the person was transferred as agreed beforehand, or as otherwise agreed, by the 
competent authorities of both States; 

(c) The State to which the person is transferred shall not require the State from which the person was transferred to 
initiate extradition proceedings for the return of the person; 

(d) The person transferred shall receive credit for service of the sentence being served in the State from which he or 
she was transferred for time spent in the custody of the State to which he or she was transferred. 

3. Unless the State Party from which a person is to be transferred in accordance with the present article so agrees, 
that person, whatever his or her nationality, shall not be prosecuted or detained or subjected to any other restriction of his 
or her personal liberty in the territory of the State to which that person is transferred in respect of acts or convictions 
anterior to his or her departure from the territory of the State from which such person was transferred. 

 
Article 17 

Any person who is taken into custody or regarding whom any other measures are taken or proceedings are carried 
out pursuant to this Convention shall be guaranteed fair treatment, including enjoyment of all rights and guarantees in 
conformity with the law of the State in the territory of which that person is present and applicable provisions of 
international law, including international human rights law. 

 
Article 18 

1. States Parties shall cooperate in the prevention of the offences set forth in article 2 by taking all practicable 
measures, inter alia, by adapting their domestic legislation, if necessary, to prevent and counter preparations in their 
respective territories for the commission of those offences within or outside their territories, including: 

(a) Measures to prohibit in their territories illegal activities of persons and organizations that knowingly encourage, 
instigate, organize or engage in the commission of offences set forth in article 2; 

(b) Measures requiring financial institutions and other professions involved in financial transactions to utilize the 
most efficient measures available for the identification of their usual or occasional customers, as well as customers in 
whose interest accounts are opened, and to pay special attention to unusual or suspicious transactions and report 
transactions suspected of stemming from a criminal activity. For this purpose, States Parties shall consider: 

(i) Adopting regulations prohibiting the opening of accounts the holders or beneficiaries of which are unidentified or 
unidentifiable, and measures to ensure that such institutions verify the identity of the real owners of such transactions; 

(ii) With respect to the identification of legal entities, requiring financial institutions, when necessary, to take 
measures to verify the legal existence and the structure of the customer by obtaining, either from a public register or 
from the customer or both, proof of incorporation, including information concerning the customer=s name, legal form, 
address, directors and provisions regulating the power to bind the entity; 

(iii) Adopting regulations imposing on financial institutions the obligation to report promptly to the competent 
authorities all complex, unusual large transactions and unusual patterns of transactions, which have no apparent 
economic or obviously lawful purpose, without fear of assuming criminal or civil liability for breach of any restriction on 
disclosure of information if they report their suspicions in good faith; 







2. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. The instruments of ratification, acceptance or 
approval shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

3. This Convention shall be open to accession by any State. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

 
Article 26 

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the date of the deposit of the twenty-second 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

2. For each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of the twenty-
second instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth 
day after deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 

 
Article 27 

1. Any State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. 

2. Denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on which notification is received by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. 

 
Article 28 

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are 
equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations who shall send certified copies 
thereof to all States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their respective Governments, have 
signed this Convention, opened for signature at United Nations Headquarters in New York on 10 January 2000. 

 
Annex 

1. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, done at The Hague on 16 December 1970. 

2. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation, done at Montreal on 23 
September 1971. 

3. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, including 
Diplomatic Agents, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 14 December 1973. 

4. International Convention against the Taking of Hostages, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
on 17 December 1979. 

5. Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, adopted at Vienna on 3 March 1980. 




