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Human Rights Council 
Thirty-first session 

Agenda item 7 

Human rights situation in Palestine and other 

occupied Arab territories 

  Algeria, Bahrain,* Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chad,* Cuba, Djibouti,* Ecuador, 

Egypt,* Guinea,* Kuwait* (on behalf of the Group of Arab States), Libya,* Namibia, 

Pakistan* (on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation), Sudan,* Venezuela 

(Bolivarian Republic of): draft resolution 

31/… Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan 

 The Human Rights Council, 

 Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and affirming the 

inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force, 

 Reaffirming that all States have an obligation to promote and protect human rights 

and fundamental freedoms, as stated in the Charter and as elaborated in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other 

applicable instruments, 

 Recalling 
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diversion of water resources, including the destruction of orchards and crops and the 

seizure of water wells by Israeli settlers, and of the dire socioeconomic consequences in this 

regard, which precludes the Palestinian people from being able to exercise permanent 

sovereignty over their natural resources, 

 Noting that the agricultural sector, considered the cornerstone of Palestinian 

economic development, has not been able to play its strategic role because of the 

dispossession of land and the denial of access for farmers to agricultural areas, water 

resources and domestic and external markets owing to the construction, consolidation and 

expansion of Israeli settlements, 

 Recalling Human Rights Council resolution 22/29 of 22 March 2013, in follow-up 
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 Expressing its concern at the failure of Israel, the occupying Power, to cooperate 

fully with the relevant United Nations mechanisms, in particular the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, 

 1. Reaffirms that the Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan are illegal and an obstacle to 

peace and economic and social development; 

 2. Calls upon Israel to accept the de jure applicability of the Geneva Convention 

relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and to the occupied Syrian 

Golan, to abide scrupulously by the provisions of the Convention, in particular article 49 

thereof, and to comply with all its obligations under international law and cease 

immediately all actions causing the alteration of the character, status and demographic 

composition of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the 

occupied Syrian Golan; 

 3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, immediately cease all settlement 

activities in all the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the 

occupied Syrian Golan, and calls in this regard for the full implementation of all relevant 

resolutions of the Security Council, including, inter alia, resolutions 446 (1979) of 22 

March 1979, 452 (1979) of 20 July 1979, 465 (1980) of 1 March 1980, 476 (1980) of 30 

June 1980 and 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003; 

 4. Also demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with its legal 

obligations, as mentioned in the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the 

International Court of Justice; 

 5. Condemns the continuing settlement and related activities by Israel, including 

the expansion of settlements, the expropriation of land, the demolition of houses, the 

confiscation and destruction of property, the expulsion and displacement of Palestinians, 

including entire communities and the construction of bypass roads, which change the 

physical character and demographic composition of the occupied territories, including East 

Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan, and constitute a violation of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 

1949, and in particular article 49 thereof; 

 6. Also condemns 
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 9. Welcomes the adoption of the European Union Guidelines on the eligibility 

of Israeli entities and their activities in the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for 

grants, prizes and financial instruments funded by the European Union from 2014 onwards; 

 10. Encourages all States and international organizations to continue to actively 

pursue policies that ensure respect of their obligations under international law with regard 

to all illegal Israeli practices and measures in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 

East Jerusalem, particularly Israeli settlements; 

 11. Reminds all States of their legal obligations as mentioned in the advisory 

opinion of the International Court of Justice of 9 July 2004 on the legal consequences of the 

construction of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including not to recognize the 
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Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 

and endorsed by the Human Rights Council through its resolution 22/29, in accordance 

with their respective mandates; 

 15. Calls upon the relevant United Nations bodies to take all necessary measures 

and actions within their mandates to ensure full respect for and compliance with Human 

Rights Council resolution 17/4 of 16 June 2011, on the Guiding Principles on Business and 

Human Rights and other relevant international laws and standards, and to ensure the 

implementation of the United Nations “Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework, which 

provides a global standard for upholding human rights in relation to business activities that 

are connected with Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 

Jerusalem; 

 16. Takes note of the statement of the Working Group on the issue of human 

rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises in follow-up to Human 

Rights Council resolution 22/29; 

 17. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in close 

consultation with the Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational 

corporations and other business enterprises, in follow-up to the report of the independent 

international fact-finding mission to investigate the implications of the Israeli settlements 

on the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of the Palestinian people 

throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,2 and as a 

necessary step for the implementation of the recommendation contained in paragraph 117 

thereof, to produce a database of all business enterprises involved in the activities detailed 

in paragraph 96 of the afore-mentioned report, to be updated annually, and to transmit the 

data therein in the form of a report to the Council at its thirty-fourth session;   

 18. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the implementation of the present 

resolution, with particular emphasis on the human rights and international law violations 

involved in the production of settlement goods and the relationship between trade in these 

goods and the maintenance and economic growth of settlements, at its thirty-fourth session; 

 19. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

    

  

 2  A/HRC/22/63.  


