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Your Excellencies,

| deeply regret to note that thirty three years after the Turkish invasion in 1974, the
Republic of Cyprus remains a divided island. Turkey continues to occupy part of a UN
and EU member state with over 40,000 troops, violating UN resolutions and international
law. :

Our steadfast objective remains the withdrawal of all occupation troops and the
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the relevant UN resolutions and the EU principles and values, provide a clear framework
for a comprehensive settlement, agreed upon by the two communities.

Greece has always and consistently welcomed the UN initiatives for finding a just and
viable solution. In this vein, we strongly support the rapid implementation of the 8" of July
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In this context UN Securlty Counc:l Resolutions 817 and 845, calling for a mutually
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need to be respected in practice by all.

Our efforts to secure a truly European future for the Balkans will remaln |nconcluswe if

remain convinced that this goal can only be attained: if, first, the achievement of effective

compromises between the two parties in the course of the ongoing negotiations is
talne .-.n,a nannnd € _;l-ﬁ lnaitimizntinn nf thn_cottlamant thrannh a Racaoliitinn nf the
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Security Council is reached. In any case this is par excellence a European problem and
the role of the European Union in this is essential.

Your Excellencies,

| cannot think of any other conflict that has held the unwavering attention of so many for
en lanm ae tha Middla Eact Wae aroe all wall aware of the miiltifaceted challenaes that we



