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Madam President, 
Mr. Secretary-General, 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
 
Allow me, on behalf of my delegation, to congratulate you on your election as President of the 61st 
Session of the General Assembly. I would like to assure you, Madam President, of my delegation's full 
support and cooperation. 
 
My delegation is very pleased to participate in this High-level Dialogue on International Migration and 
Development. This important forum offers Member States an opportunity to address one of the global 
challenges facing the world today, the international migration. We welcome the opportunity to discuss 
and reflect more on these issues which have both common and also different implications for our 
countries and indeed for the world at large. In this regard, Namibia reiterates its full support for the 
African Common Position on Migration and Development adopted in Banjul. 
 
Madam President, 
 
Migration is multi-faceted and complex, affecting and being affected by human security, economic, 
social and political developments, gender inequality as well as many other processes. 
 
Therefore, responses to migration must be comprehensive, contextually appropriate and cognizant of 
both the contribution and effects of migration to development, security and political stability. It is 
equally important to take into consideration that the majority of migrants worldwide are women and in 
many places they outnumber male migrants. Gender inequality contributes to the forced migration of 
women and girls and also to their trafficking. 
 
Madam President, 
 
The foundation of Namibian immigration policy is our desire to promote development with equity and 
to manage migration in order to ensure that it contributes to our over-all development objectives and 
does not undermine the progress we have made so far. We are, therefore, seeking to attract sustainable 
and suitable investment into the country, importation of specific skills and their transfer to Namibians. 
We also believe that those who come can learn new skills from us that they will eventually take with 
them. 
 
We are realists and therefore recognize that an immigration policy in today's world should also address 
security concerns of both receiving states and migrants. We will need to find ways to ensure that state 
security and the obligations to guarantee social, economic, security and safety to its citizens are not 
compromised. 
 
Madam President, 
 
We recognise the positive effects that migration can have on economic development of both the 
countries of origin and the countries of destination. However, we are convinced that the migration of 
skilled persons presents a drain to the country of origin because it looses the investment made in their 



training. We therefore hope that this High-level Dialogue will provide us with best ideas that will help 
us formulate policy guidelines that ensure that brain gain in some countries does not mean brain 


