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Mr. Secretary General,
Excellencies,
Friends,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to welcome you all to this historical event. This
High-level Dialogue not only confirms the clear linkage between
migration and development and the various opportunities and
challenges concerning this issue, but will serve as a platform to
move forward; and essentially mobilize the political will and build
effective partnerships to realize the potential migrants can have in
developing both countries of origin and destination whilst
safeguarding their rights.

Last month, I read a disturbing article about the ordeals that
migrants experience on their journey. Most come in open wooden
boats with no shelter except a plastic tarpaulin stretched over one
part of the boat. The migrants are packed in, they have no room to
stretch and lack all basic needs. You can all just imagine what
they have suffered, from salt sources, infected wounds, and
diseases; risking their lives for a new beginning. Yet thousands of
migrants continue to take routes like these, despite the dangers
knowingly or unknowingly determined to have a new beginning...

Excellencies,

Migration is inherent to human nature. It has become a major
aspect of modern societies in the face of globalizations. The
revolutions in communication, transportation and rights of
individuals to stay abroad have facilitated movement of peoples
across borders, movement to seek better lives and overcome such
hardships.
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This is the very first high-level event of the United Nations entirely
devoted to this topic. There have been many events organized by
the General Assembly over the course of the year in preparation
for this high-level dialogue, including Panel Discussions on
International Migration and Development in New York and
Geneva last June and July respectively, Informal Interactive
Hearings with NGOs, Civil Society and the Private Sector in New
York last July and an International Symposium on the subject in
Turin also last June.

The four round table discussion this afternoon and tomorrow, will
give Member States a unique opportunity to exchange views
among themselves and with civil society, the private sector and
international institutions on various topics related to Migration and

. Development.

In terms of Migration Management, Member States could work
with interested parties to enhance the coherence in policy-making,
foster dialogue between countries of origin and countries of
destinationpa fca1 021.5PExtFontT5 3yf di57.7eu
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