Remarks for the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women

Jackie Shapiro
Immediate Past Chair
NGO Committee on the Status of Women

July 23, 2007



the value that the CEDAW experts assign to the materials presented
by national NGOs or their representatives.

Beyond the reporting itself, the CEDAW Committee’s embrace of NGO
participation is serving, an even broader purpose- It is empowering
women to continued advocacy in their country, bringing them into the
international dialogue for the advancement of women, introducing
them to national and international partners for their efforts, and
confirming that the United Nations is one of their staunchest allies in
working to advance women’s rights.

NGOs may also submit alternative or so-called “shadow” reports on
issues relating to their country’s implementation of its CEDAW
commitments. This provides an organization such as my own, Zonta
International, an international NGO with national affiliates, as well as
national or local NGOs working on women’s rights issues, the
possibility to expand and strengthen their efforts by partnering to
produce a “shadow” report on their country’s compliance. The end
result should be stronger national networks to support women.

The enhanced capacity of NGO networks created by partnering to
produce a country “shadow” report can be used to greatest effect in
on-going advocacy around the Concluding Comments issued by the
Committee on each State party’s report. It is imperative for women’s
rights advocates to widely disseminate these remarks to raise
awareness in their country of the Committee Experts’ evaluation.
These Comments are a blueprint for needed changes to advance
gender equality on the national level. Moreover, the Concluding
Remarks may also help NGOs in establishing their own organizational
priorities.

NGOs’ continued advocacy for ratification of the CEDAW Convention,
the removal of reservations to the Convention and the ratification of
the Optional Protocol to the Convention is an important way that we
must support the work of the Committee. In this regard, NGOs can
play a critical role in education about the Optional Protocol and its
potential for investigating violations of Treaty obligations.

Here in New York, the Committee has generously shared its expertise
and been open to suggestions from the NGO community. The NGO
Committee on the Status of Women Sub-committee on Older Women
followed country reporting for specifics on the situation of older
women. When they found information provided to be sparse, they
created questions concerning issues for older women relating to each



article of the Convention. These materials were enthusiastically
received and incorporated by the Committee into questions on the
status of women in Country reports.

We NGOs in New York are admittedly spoiled by our long exposure and
association with the CEDAW Committee and ever in admiration of its
hard work and dedication to building a holistic approach to achieving
women’s rights and gender equality. The role of the Division for the
Advancement of Women and of UNIFEM in enhancing NGO
participation in our partnership with the CEDAW Committee also
deserves much praise.

Let us hope that in another twenty-five years we will have ended
gender-based discrimination and achieved gender equality and if so,
much of the credit will be to the diligent efforts of the CEDAW
Committee. Thanks to each of you, your predecessors, and those who
will follow in your footsteps.



