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 Furthermore, the authorities and community organizations are engaged in a 
constant process of Disseminating the Convention to as many people as possible by: 

 Including the Convention in a number of “Public Freedoms” modules taught in 
university law schools and in judges’ training courses at the National College of 
Magistrates; 

 Organizing meetings, seminars and symposiums of experts on Human Rights 
Day and Women’s Day every year, which endeavour to raise awareness, analyse and 
expound the issues involved; 

 Establishing, in 1995, the UNESCO Chair in Human Rights at Oran 
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 5. Relationship between the Ministry for the Family and the Status of Women 
and the National Advisory Committee on the Promotion and Protection of 
Human Rights 
 

 Among the institutions involved in protecting women’s rights, the National 
Advisory Committee on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights plays quite 
a significant role. Established on 9 October 2001 by the President of the Republic, 
to whom it submits an annual report, this independent body, comprising 45 members 
of whom 13 are women, performs monitoring, early warning and assessment 
activities in the field of human rights. The Minister for the Family and the Status of 
Women is a member of the Committee. 
 
 

  Violence against women 
 
 

 6. Domestic violence, sexual harassment and rape 
 

 Parliament, in suppressing of all forms of violence, makes no distinction with 
regard to “victims”; in the eyes of the law, there is no discrimination whatsoever 
between men and women. 

 Courts responsible for trying cases involving violence apply the provisions of 
the Criminal Code dealing with acts of wilful violence, contained in articles 264, 
265, 266, 270, 271 and 422. While no specific legislation deals with women victims 
of violence, the law states that for all types of injuries, civil compensation shall be 
awarded at the judge’s discretion, whether a man or a woman is involved. This 
explains the lack of judicial statistics on women victims of violence. Yet it must be 
recognized that in Algeria, as in3892j
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statistics on women victims of violence, in keeping with the procedure followed in 
cases of harassment in all its forms. 

 

 7. Punitive measures in the case of rape of a minor 
 

 W 
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of violence to which women are subjected, such as sexual assault, abuse and rape. In 
addition, courses are given on ways to prevent and combat marital or familial 
violence and on case-management practices relating to women vict
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 With regard to high-level government positions, it is worth noting that women 
were appointed to four posts in the most recent government in 2004, and that the 
following officials are female: two ambassadors, one secretary general of a ministry, 
four chiefs of staff in ministries, one prefect (head of a wilaya) appointed in 1999, 
two specially appointed prefects, one deputy prefect, three secretaries general in 
prefectures, three inspectors-general in prefectures and seven sub-prefects (head of a 
daïra). 

 With regard to the judicial branch, women occupy the following posts: one 
President of the Council of State, three presiding judges in the higher courts; 34 out 
of 56 presiding judges in the lower courts, one Procurator-General, 115 out of 404 
examining magistrates, 11 presidents of division, of whom five are at the Council of 
State and six at the Supreme Court. Out of a total of 2,811 magistrates, 922 are 
women. 

 At the Chancery level, out of a total of 146 senior officers 22 are women. Of 
the 13,737 officials across the establishment as a whole, 6,024 are women and of 
10,210 Registry personnel, 4,917 are women, i.e. an increase of 48.16 per cent in 
the proportion of female staff. A woman has been appointed vice-governor of the 
Bank of Algeria, and another woman was appointed as a member intuitus personae 
of the Bank’s Currency and Credit Council, the highest financial authority in the 
country. The faculties of natural science, science and technology and the arts are 
headed by women. 

 It is worth noting that the authorities have taken highly encouraging steps to 
increase the number of women 

was appoint
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 In addition to the women police recruited, there are 2,957 female support staff 
who play an important role. Their number is set to increase particularly in the 
special services. 

 To date, the Criminal Investigation Department has 6,423 women on its staff,

t h e  u l i n e
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 The following statistics show the extent of participation by women in local 
elections in 2002: 
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Sex 2000 2001 Difference 

Total number of workers 6 178 992 6 228 772 +49 780 

Men 5 381 909 5 345 223 -86 366 

Women 797 083 883 549 +86 466 

Women’s share in the labour force 12.89% 14.18% +1.28% 
 
 

 In 2003, the share of women in the labour force reached almost 20 per cent; in 
addition, there were more than 600,000 women in informal employment. According 
to available statistics, 56 per cent of women workers are under 40 years of age and 
half of these women are aged between 24 and 29 years, while 21 per cent of women 
workers are aged between 20 and 24 years. 

 One of the main characteristics of women’s employment in Algeria is their 
strong representation in certain fields and occupational groups, such as teaching and 
education (49.62 per cent in 2000), health care (54 per cent in specialized medicine 
and 73 per cent 0 0v5harmacy)and4
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 The table below shows the percentage of women among beneficiaries of these 
schemes: 
 

Category Total number Percentage of women 

IAIG 168 626 41 

TUPHIMO 203 632 - 

CPE 9 022 65 

ESIL 141 000 45 

Microcredit 11 216 30.49 

M9
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 As girls are generally more successful than boys, they opt for general and 
technical education more often and frequently go on to academic university studies. 

 However, it must be noted that, although the number of girls in general 
education is relative0.0f53 0we.s re o
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professional education. It is anticipat
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 With regard to the hospitals, the reforms have related to the introduction of the 
new hospital establishment project which concerns methods of organization and 
management, with the emphasis on analysing and controlling costs and improving 
performance. 

 At present four basic specialities are involved in the hospital reforms: obstetric 
gynaecology, general surgery, paediatrics and ophthalmology.  

 As to the extra-hospital reforms, the concept of basic health care has been 
redefined following the second national conference, held in March 2003, and now 
extends beyond the ambit of essential care to incorporate reproductive health and 
family planning, chronic diseases and extensive pathologies and specialized medical 
care. As regards the provision of services, the reforms involve the offering of 
alternative forms of care linked to hospitalization, home care and mobile teams; the 
reorganization of services through the hierarchization of intervention levels and the 
identification of references, especially for maternity car
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 24. Objectives of population and reproductive health policy up to the year 2010 
 

 The demographic data emerging from vital registration records, from the latest 
census and from the most recent Algerian Family Health survey, carried out in 2002, 
are evidence of the speed of the demographic transition, which hTf
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 With regard to improvements in population and reproductive health at the 
national level, changes in strategy were ordered in December 2001 following 
consideration by the Council of Ministers of a national policy document on 
population. These changes are predicated on the importance of reducing persistent 
variations and inequalities, since seven out of the country’s 48 wilayate, mostly 
those situated in the south and in disadvantaged regions, have not yet effected the 
demographic transition and lag 10 years behind the and
The orientation of national population policy at the targeted wilaya  level is therefore 

the main purpose of the 

wilaya popul

at ion commi ttees recently established under 

Executive Decree No. 02-312 of 2 October 2002. This should in itself contribute to 
the attainment of the objectives establi

s

hed at the n

a
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 26. Information on the study of young adults and adolescents 
 

 The survey of young people’s sexual and reproductive health needs was 
conducted using a sample of 613 people, of both sexes, attending school or 
university and resident in the capital, in the 15 to 32 age bracket. The findings of the 
study were filled out by means of a qualitative survey involving focus groups and 
interviews. 

 The main purposes of the survey were to establish how much young people 
knew about reproductive and sexual health, what effect specific socio-demographic 
variables had on the nature, degree and application of such knowledge and, 
conversely, what effect an individual’s position in society and the family group had 
on his or her level of knowledge. 

 The results of the survey included the following findings: 

 Respondents thought that the modal age for the introduction of sex education 
was 13.5 years, at the beginning of the second stage of basic education (the 
last year of primary education); 

 The ideal age for marriage was thought to be 28.1 years for men and 
23.8 years for women, which is five years lower than the actual age of first 
marriage according to the latest census; 

 Virtually all young people know about sexually transmitted diseases and AIDS 
(95 per cent, with a slightly higher rate among girls). This degree of 
knowledge, however, relates specifically to AIDS, whereas knowledge 
concerning other sexually transmitted diseases (syphilis and others) is very 
limited (2.9 per cent); 

 Knowledge of how infection with a sexually transmitted disease occurs is 
closely bound up with the notion of risk behaviour (“relations with sexually 
promiscuous persons”), which was mentioned by 56 per cent of respondents; 

 Knowledge of contraceptive methods was also very good, at 94 per cent, but 
with wide variations in the number and type of methods known. For example, 
the pill and condoms, whether mentioned on their own or as two alternatives 
among other methods, were the best known, whatever the status or sex of the 
respondent, although it is noteworthy that girls were better informed than boys 
and university students knew less than high school pupils. 

 As for sexual activity, abo
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groups of a low social and economic level, where the mother was uneducated; the 
percentage difference was between 8.5 per cent and 29 per cent. 

 One direct outcome of this study has been the incorporation of reproductive 
health into the work of screening and follow-up units and preventive medicine units, 
through the training of trainers within the multidisciplinary teams operating in such 
units (four regional training workshops) and by the provision of audio-visual 
equipment for 26 pilot units, with support from the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA). This process, which is being carried out in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Higher Education, will soon be reinforced through the establishment of 
specialized centres for young adults and adolescents within health centres. In the ea551.257i5 10.02 232.5425410.327 0 0  0 0 1rect81.28024 Tm
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 A series of questions aimed specifically at women at the age of menopause 
was also included in the survey, which demonstrates the authorities’ commitment to 
establishing appropriate programmes and policies. 

 The prevention and care of non-transmissible diseases, including chronic or 
neoplastic diseases, have become national health priorities, in view of the 
epidemiological and demographic transia.
(h)Tj
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 – The effects of acquiring Algerian nationality may be extended from the father 
to his minor children, who have the option of renouncing that nationality 
within two years after they reach their majority; 

 – The loss of Algerian nationality does not extend to minor children; 

 – Deprivation of nationality may not be extended to the spouse and to minor 
children; 

 – The effects of deprivation of Algerian nationality may be extended to minor 
children if the deprivation involves both the father and the mother; 

 – In exceptional cases and without conditions, foreigners who have rendered 
exceptional services to Algeria, have been injured or fallen ill in the service or 
interest of Algeria or whose naturalization is of particular interest to Algeria 
may be naturalized; 

 – Foreigners who during their lifetimes could have fallen within the first two 
aforementioned categories and whose spouse and children so request may be 
granted Algerian nationality posthumously; 

 – The difficulties encountered by children born in Algeria of an unknown father 
and whose mother’s name alone is listed on the birth certificate without any 
other indication proving the mother’s nationality are dealt with through the 
presentation of their birth certificates and certification by the competent 
services; 

 – The age of majority provided for under article 40 of the Civil Code is 
confirmed in the interest of harmonizing national legislation in that regard; 

 – Lastly, the Office of the Government Procurator is entrusted with the role of 
the principal party in all courts involved in implementing the Code, because 
these courts deal with matters of public policy (ordre public), and 
consequently the Office of the Government Procurator plays a fundamental 
role. 

 

 30. The Optional Protocol 
 

 The issue of Algeria’s accession to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Wo
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Annex I 
 

  Statistics on forms of violence suffered by women 
 
 

   Nature of acts 

Year 
Number of 

victims 
Physical 
violence

Sexual 
violence Abuse

Sexual 
harassment Murder 

2001 4 974 3 661 192 985 125 11 

2002 6 060 4 291 245 1 359 143 22 

2003 5 559 3 755 231 1 394 158 21 

 Total 16 593 11 707 668 3 438 426 54 
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Annex II 
 

  Status of the recruitment of women by the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
 
 

 Rank 

Year Police Officer Police Inspector Senior Police Officer 

1995 00 00 00 

1996 00 00 00 

1997 00 00 00 

1998 500 150 50 

1999 500 100 50 

2000 
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Annex V 
 

Women em
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Annex VII 
 

  National solidarity system 
 
 

 1. The microcredit programme 
 

 Loans were granted for 16,161 projects of which 1,531, or 9 per cent, were 
operated by women. 
 

 2. Community units



 

 CEDAW/PSWG/2005/I/CRP.2

 7. Allowance for activities of general interest 
 

 This allowance forms part of the social safety net and is designed to include 
the disadvantaged in society and to strengthen social cohesion through national 
solidarity programmes protecting the basic social rights of disadvantaged people. 
The allowance amounts to DA 3,000 per month and the team leader receives an 
additional responsibility and supervision allowance of DA 1,200 per month. 

 The total number of beneficiaries in 2003 was 180,419, 103,648 of whom were 
men and 76,771 were women, who accounted for 42.55 per cent of the total. 
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