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co-education. The number of women in all educational fields was increasing, and 
women had entered fields traditionally dominated by men. There had been tangible
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12. The Committee welcomes the State party’s delegation and appreciates the 
constructive dialogue held between the delegation and members of the Committee. 

13. The Committee notes that Lebanon entered reservations on articles 9 (2), 16 
(1) (c), (d), (f), (g), and 29 (1) of the Convention. 
 

  Positive aspects 
 

14. The Committee appreciates the progress achieved in the area of women’s 
education, particularly in institutions of higher education where, in 2002/03, women 
constituted 53.9 per cent of the total number of students.  

15. The Committee notes with satisfaction the growth in women’s representation 
in the judiciary, where they now constitute 5 of the 37 judges at the Court of 
Cassation and 71 of the 112 apprentice judges. It also welcomes the fact that in 
November 2004, for the first time ever, a woman judge was appointed as public 
prosecutor to the Court of Cassation, thus having the opportunity tappIt It thr s t  
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legislation so as to achieve full compliance with the provisions of the 
Convention. The Committee recommends that the State party take all 
appropriate measures to ensure that women enjoy de facto equality with men, 
according to the Convention. It requests the State party to systematically 
monitor the impact of its legislation, policies and programmes and to provide in 
its next periodic report information on the impact of these measures and 
concrete progress achieved. 

23. The Committee is concerned that no unified personal status law exists in the 
country and that each Lebanese citizen is subject to the laws and courts pertaining to 
his or her religious community in regard to the regulation of personal status. The 
Committee notes that insufficient information has been provided in the reports and 
oral presentation on the religious communities existing in the country, including 
information on the various personal status codes governing these communities, in 
particular their scope and impact on women’s equality. 

24. The Committee urges the State party to adopt a unified personal status 
code which is in line with the Convention and would be applicabl 286.0103 515.28 Tm
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36. The Committee urges the Government to strengthen especially in the rural 
areas, the implementation of programmes and policies, aimed at providing 
effective access for women to health-care information and services, in 
particular regarding reproductive health and affordable contraceptive methods 
also with the aim of preventing clandestine abortions. The Committee further 
urges the State party to decriminalize abortion where there are mitigating 
circumstances. The Committee recommends the implementation of measures to 
protect women from the negative effects on their health of unsafe abortions, in 
line with the Committee’s general recommendation 24 on women and health 
and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.  

37. The Committee notes with concern the high incidence of HIV/AIDS among 
women, who make up 18.2 per cent of those infected, and that no special 
programmes have been designed to protect women from HIV/AIDS. 

38. The Committee urges the State party to design and implement 
comprehensive gender-sensitive programmes and allocate sufficient funds to 
combat HIV/AIDS, to step up preventive measures, including awareness-
raising, and to ensure that women and girls infected with HIV/AIDS are not 
discriminated against and are given appropriate assistance and treatment. 

39. The Committee observes a lack of up-to-date sex-disaggregated data i
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45. The Committee encourages the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol 
to the Convention and to accept, as soon as possible, the amendment to 
article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the meeting time of the 
Committee. 

46. The Committee urges the State party to utilize fully in its implementation 
of its obligations under the Convention, the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action, which reinforce the provisions of the Convention, and requests the 
State party to include information thereon in its next periodic report. 

47. The Committee also emphasizes that a full and effective implementation of 
the Convention is indispensable for achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals. It calls for the integration of a gender perspective and the explicit 
reflection of the provisions of the Convention in all efforts aimed at the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and requests the State party 
to include information thereon in its next periodic report. 

 


