j

New Zealand Permanent Mission to the United Nations

Te Mangai o Aotearoa

600 THIRD AVENUE 14™FLOOR NEW YORK, NY 10016-1901, USA
TELEPHONE (212) 826 1960 FACSIMILE (212) 758 0827 HOMEPAGE: http://www.nzembassy.com/newyork

52" COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

FOLLOW-UP TO THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, WITH
A FOCUS ON FINANCING FOR GENDER EQUALITY

STATEMENT BY

THE NEW ZEALAND REPRESENTATIVE

MS SONYA RIMENE

27 February 2008







Tena koutou katoa
He mihi ki nga tangata o nga hau e wha
Kei te mihi ki a koutou

Mr Chair

New Zealand has on many occasions, reaffirmed the standards set out in the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women,
the Beijing Declaration, and at the International Conference on Population and

l)" h ——un WM e da cn aoeim larae tadan: aablh aoirmAaaAn An A AArmmmitraAant
I 'f)'
%

Y

i

y I
r'#‘;‘s‘?z:.j._:?:-—u f— S —

2

improvements in the lives of women and their families and communities around
the world.



Externally, our agency for international development, NZAID, is mandated to
mainstream a gender perspective across its work. As well as gender
mainstreaming, New Zealand considers it important to support initiatives that
are specifically targeted at reducing gender disparities and empowering women.
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as women should experience equality in all areas of their lives. New Zealand
encourages all donors and development partners to commrt to mcreasmg

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW).

Much of the focus of New Zealand’s international aid work is in the Pacific
Island region. As in other regions, the issues of gender equality in Pacific
Islands are different from country to country and from community to community,
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meet international targets with respect to gender, and concerted efforts and
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sure gender equality and women'’s rights are firmly on the new Council's
agenda. We are running for election to the Council in 2009, and we are
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