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women. Cabinet holds that education and poverty elimination
are our top two developmental priorities.

4. Financing For Gender-Equality and Women’'s Empowerment

(i) Education: In 2005, history was created in SVG when, for the
first time, universal access to secondary education was established.
The educational budget has received annual sizeable increases,
which include support for lower-income families. Student loans for
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disadvantaged students under which our government provides
loans to students lacking the family-resources for securing those
loans. About 75% of our university-students are women. Our
administration finances the return of teenage-mothers to school
through the payment of fees, purchase of books, provision of
transportation, and the provision of day-care services for babies.

(ii) Poverty Elimination:

Business-Financing and Economic Empowerment: Financing
for business enterprises are available from a variety of sources. Of

note, is the Micro and Small Enterprise Loan Programme, under
which loans of $15,000.00 are allowed without security. Women
comprise 56% of recipients.

(iii) Housing: The Government’s programme of providing low-
income houses is fully underway. Women comprise 67% of
recipients.
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