


Empowerment of Women”.

2. My delegation aligns itself with the statement dehvered by Honourable Dr.
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in the number of Departments from 13 to 7. Gender is now prominent and
forms an integral part of the Ministry’s Vision. In addition, the Government’s
commitment to the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of
women is demonstrated through the six fold increment of the Women'’s Affairs
Department budget. The budget increase has moved from US$200,000 to
US$1.2 million for the Financial Year 2008/09.

10.The budget allocation is intended to cover women’s specific projects that

address the Six Critical Areas of Concern on women in Botswana. These
are:

i) Women and Poverty, including Economic
Empowerment;
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iii}) Education and Training of Women;

iv) Women and Health;

V) The Girl Child; and,

vi) Violence Against Women, including Human Rights.

11. The Government in collaboration with other development partners
continues to mobilize funds to supplement its budget.

12. Chairperson, there are many challenges that need to be addressed for the
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