





Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen.

It is an honour and a privilege for me to address the 527 Commission on the Status of
Women. The Secretary General’s launch of his mult-year campaign to eliminate violence
against women is as timely as is the priority theme for this year’s session on “Financing for

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women™.

Focus on the economic empowerment of women is crucial for our joint ambition to

achieve the MDGs by 2015.

The MDGs have created a new momentum in the way we approach development.
National development strategies, focusing on poverty reduction, based on broad national
ownership, and supported by the international community are creating results in many

countries. Much still remains to be done, not least in sub-Saharan Africa.

The MDG’s have attracted attention on women’s social empowerment, on health,
nutrition, primary education, child mortality, maternal health and hiv/aids. Women’s
economic empowerment has been given less focus. We need to rebalance our approach
and to deal with the issue of empowerment of women in a more holistic way, where social
and economic empowerment is mutually supportive. Gender equality and empowerment

of women 1s not only a central MDG but a means to achieving all the MDGs.

We see women consistently lagging behind men with regard to participation in the formal
labour force, earning equal pay for equal work. We see women beeing consistently
discriminated when it comes to access to credits, to inheritance and to ownership of land.
And we see societies suffering from not utilizing the human capital of women to anything

near the extent possible, largely due to culture and tradition.
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inspiration at home. At national level, we mainstream gender equality and we target use of

public resources.

In Denmark, gender and gender equality perspectives must be incorporated into all aspects

of state and local policy-making, planning and administration.

We have developed tools for gender assessments of new legislation, campaign activities,
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