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Mr Chair,

Fnrstly, Estonia fully assocxates itself W1th the statement made by Slovema on behalf of the
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perspective.

This session of the CSW has focused on a number of novel and significant perspectives on

gender equality. These discussions have_reaffirmed an pbvigugfagt which is_however aften

overlooked in the formulation of policies and actions at the national and international level —
that the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women, in addition to its
intrinsic value, is unambiguously linked to achieving development and security. Our ﬁght
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Mr Chair,

The_campajon acainst violence asainst wamen. launched hy the Segyefary Geperal at the
- . P
openmg of thlS sessmn of the Commission underlines the serious and urgent need for more
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At the national level, better research and the compilation of statistics on violence against

women have been combined by various government and civil society actions in Estoma in
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of counselling — a network that still needs to be broadened, but also a national action plan on
domestic violence which will enter into force in the course of 2008. The action plan focuses
on the development of services to victims, data collection and strengthening the cooperation

between national and local government, as well as law enforcement institutions and the civil
ﬂt.lnna] DNevelanment Plan anainet Traffickina.in Human Reinoe 200A.2NNQ_ic

another part of the efforts to combat violence against women.



