


Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates

It is indeed a great honour to address the plenary session of the 52" Session
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Mr. Chairman,

Nigeria has made strenuous efforts to promote gender equality and women
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national levels. These include, among others, the Beijing Platform for Action, the
Paris Declaration, the Millennium Development Goals Framework, the Protocol
on the Rights of Women in Africa, the ECOWAS Gender Policy and the Nigerian
National Gender Policy developed in 2007.

We also note the emerging trends in Nigeria’'s macro-economic policy
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in our drive towards poverty eradication. These efforts include the seven point
agenda of the present government, Vision 20/20, the NEEDS review process and

the establishment of a Virtual anti-Poverty Fund from the Debt Relief Gains.

In consonance with the conditions of the Debt Relief Gains (DRG), Nigeria
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promoting gender equality and women empowerment. Women empowerment

offices have been set up in the six geopolitical zones of the country to facilitate
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At the individual level, the Women Fund For Economic Empowerment
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seeks to more than triple girl child enrolment in Schools.
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the relevant UN Agencies and our development partners to complement
Government efforts by offering technical assistance and capacity-building
towards the effective promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of

women.

Finally, we call upon the international
community and indeed all stake-holders to rededicate themselves to translating
words into action, that would not only improve the situation of Women, but impact

profoundly upon the realization of the Internationally Agreed Development Goals
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Let us work together to make the world a better place for Women, Girls and
Mankind.

| thank you.



