





Mr. Chair,

Mu dglagatinn s pleasa t the current.sessian of the Commission has

focused its discussion on the critical issue of financing for gender equality and the

empowerment of women.
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gender programs in 1992 with the passage of the Women in Development and

Nation-Building Act. This law mandated the allocation of at least 5 - 30 per cent of




synergized VAW documentation system with identified indicators is currently being

developed. Our VAW efforts recognize the important role of men in ending VAW.
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expressed her commitment to end gender-based violence by proclaiming a special

18-day anti-VAW campaign every year.

The global phenomenon of migration poses particular challenges for
women. To address these, the Philippine government, through its embassies,
consulates and port authorities, extends protective and rehabilitative services to
women migrant workers who suffer from sexual and other abuses. As part of a
comprehensive approach to ensure the welfare of returning migrant workers,

especially the women, the government has set up a reintegration center for more
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change further increases women'’s vulnerability to natural disasters, food shortage
and diseases, among others. Armed conflict and terrorism continue to put women
and children in precarious situations. We look to the discussions in these fora to

come up with innovative approaches on how to address these concerns.

The post-Beijing scenario with its emerging issues requires a stronger and
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commitments to gender equality and women’s empowerment. The Philippines
welcomes the UN reform process and strongly supports the creation of a highly

placed and ambitiously funded women-specific entity with normative as well as
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needs of Member States and accountable to women’s movements. It will not cnly



