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sustainable social and economic development and in the protection and promotion of
human rights.

The Swedish Government is convinced that we gain a better and more just society
when women and men share power and influence in all sectors. In order to achieve
gender equality, two strategies are needed.

Firstly, a gender equality perspective must be main~r=eamed into all policies and all
areas of political decision-making. Sustainable change can only be achieved by long-
- term strategic work to integrate a gender perspective in policies.

We must measure the effects for women and men, girls and boys, when preparing,
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women’s empowerment perspecuve. This calls for political commitment and
accountability, as well as practical instruments and methods for civil servants.

Secondly, gender mainstreaming efforts can be supplemented by special measures in
areas where urgent action is needed. Therefore, the Swedish Government has
dramatically increased the national budget for gender equality policy — from 4 to 40
millinn Euros. )

.

Let me give you some examples of how these resources have been used:

1. . A national action plan to combat men’s violence against women was adopted
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Mr/Madam Chairperson,

Investments in gender equality are investments in hope and in the future. Globally, we
have a range of legal and policy instruments for the effective promotion of gender
equality and the empowerment of women and girls. The moment has come to
implement them. It is our responsibility to allocate resources, to set clear targets and to
take action. Together, we can make the world a better and more equal place for both
women and men to live in. Let us begin today!

Thank you!



