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Mr. Chairman,
On behalf of my delegation, | would like at the onset to join previous speakers in
congratulating you and the other members of the Bureau on your election. | wish to

assure you of my delegation’s full cooperation and support during the deliberations
of this session.

My delegation associates itself with the statement made by His Excellency Jacqui
Quinn- Leandro, the Minister of Labour, Public Administration and Empowerment of
Antigua and Barbuda on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. We also align

OHLSPJ\LPQ with the <tatement made hv Hnnnnrahle Qatrlﬁm t‘élllic}.kwan‘l‘ri?_fhn‘

Minister for Gender and Development of Zambia on behalf of the Southern African
Development Community (SADC).

Mr. Chairman,
Gender equality and the empowerment of women are central to the achievement of
the internationally agreed development goals including the Millennium Development

Goals. We note with concern the profound costs to developmg countries if the
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effective participation of women at the negotiating table to ensure that women’s

. | 1 AT | I e
- -l H




Mr. Chairman,
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