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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good afternoon. It is my honour to speak today on behalf of UNFPA, the United Nations
Population Fund.

UNFPA has always been and remains a champion of increased investment in women and
girls. We are very glad that financing for gender equality and women's empowerment is
the priority theme for this year's session. We need to do all we can to reverse the
feminization of poverty and to unleash the full potential of half the human race to
advance peace, development and human rights.

We hope that a year from now, we will look back at this session as the ripple that became
a wave.

A wave of increased investment in the education, health and empowerment of women
and girls. A wave that carries hope, freedom and opportunity. A wave that washes away
violence and discrimination against women.

In families and communities around the world, women are making their children a

At the 2005 World Summit, leaders agreed on seven key policy actions to advance
women’s empowerment and gender equality.




ATLU,MEPﬁ mﬁ( MI that invp’gﬁnq ig iéégggl_‘ EEpafne rinnlac that h:inn abﬂnt Rogas nf |

E_f.,.:d a_al. A_n 1 % M N M a1 11 1.1 1

1—
t .

3

Poor sexual and reproductive health is a leading killer and disabler of women, which robs
them of their potential and productivity and reinforces poverty.

Today one woman dies every minute from complications of pregnancy and childbirth.
More than 200 million women have an unmet need for family planning. And in every
region of the world, HIV prevalence is increasing among women and adolescent girls,
threatening the fabric of society and the development and stability of entire nations.

The new target on universal access to reproductive health in the MDG monitoring
framework under goal 5 to improve maternal health paves the way for greater progress.

By guaranteeing universal access to reproductive health_as envernments have aoreed we







