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Mr. Chair,

Distinguished delegates,
Representatives of NGOs,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honour and privilege for me to address the 52™ session of the CSW on behalf of the
UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the UN Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE), the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the
UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) and the UN
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA).
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the session. Financing for gender equality and the empowerment of women is of key importance
in implementing the commitments to gender equality reflected in the Beijing Platform for Action
and the Internationally Agreed Development Goals, included the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). The discussion of this theme at CSW in 2008 is also very timely, as it can
provide inputs into the preparatory process for the Follow-up International Conference on
Financing for Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, to be
held in Doha in November 2008.

Regional dimension
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levels and translates global commitments and processes into region-specific contexts and
priorities. It also facilitates measuring progress and monitoring the implementation of the major
commitments by Member States.
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gender perspective into the financing for development process.
Financing for Development

The Regional Commissions have been supporting Member States in the implementation of the
recommendations of the Monterrey Consensus related to gender included in the chapters on
mobilization of domestic resources and systemic and institutional changes.

This has been done through promoting women’s employability, including women’s
entrepreneurship, micro-financing and support to women in rural areas, in addition to work on
gender budgets and gender-sensitive public investment, socially and gender-responsible
business, and mainstreaming gender into development policies.
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budgets but gender is still not part of public finance discussions and economic policies. These
remain largely blind to gender, due also to the fact that decision makers are not provided with
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Gender and Development Index (AGDI). The Index seeks to find out what African Member
States are doing in addressing violence against women.

In addition, UNECA will be developing a methodology to collect data on gender-based violence
to be used by Member States in Africa. UNECA is also Co-chair with the African Union of a
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Through a joint initiative, DAW, the Statistical Commission and the Regional Commissions are
committed to advancing the monitoring of violence against women. This initiative aims to build
the capacity of national statistical offices and national machineries for women to use VAW
indicators for data collection, monitoring and informing Member States on the impact of their
policies and programmes on VAW.

I thank you for your attention.



