


It is my pleasure to address you on behalf of UNFPA, the United Nations
Population Fund.

Today I would like to speak about where we stand 15 years after the
International Conference on Population and Development and nearly 15
years after the Fourth World Conference on Women.
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Protecting women’s sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights
is essential to women’s empowerment and gender equality and the equal
sharing of responsibilities between women and men.

Advancing the right to sexual and reproductive health is crucial for

eliminating extreme poverty, combating AIDS, and improving maternal
health.

Today I would also like to highlight two issues that demand our urgent
attention: The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men,
and the urgent need to unite to end violence against women and girls.

In all parts of the world, women are facing threats to their lives, health and
well-being as a result of being overburdened with work—often unpaid and
unrecognized, being confronted with violence—both physical and sexual,
and their lack of power and influence in decision-making.

As champions of women’s rlghts we can no longer allow women to bear the
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