


meaningful gender equality framework is driven from the top and brings about
transformation on the ground.

At the level of the European Union, we seck a reconfirmation of the Barcelona Targets
on Child Care, agreed by the Heads of States at the Spring Summit of 2002. We call
furthermore for a scrutiny of the barriers that are preventing these commitments from being
met in all countries by 2010 and in particular issues relating to accessibility, affordability
and quality as well as valuing the sector that is gender segregated and predominately

female. We also seek an extension of targets to the care provision of other dependents -
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mclu&g wotnen and men faced with HIV/AIDS.

At country/State level, we seek clear budgetary provisions as part of gender budgeted
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empowering women to protect themselves from sexually transmitted diseases, including
HIV, to enable them to take control over their own bodies when faced with situations where
men use violence to exett power over women.

Finally, we call for a change in the way in which gitls and boys are socially constructed to
become adult women and men. Challenging gender stereotypes in relation to care

particularly at the eatly stages of life is crucial in understanding that gender stereotypes
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