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Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I’d like to congratulate to you, Mr. Chairman, and to all the members of the Committee for

the outstanding job you have done.

Gender equality and improving on the status of women and enhancing their positions are
important elements of the UN mandate. We know that the equality of the genders promotes
social development on the whole. A wonderful example to this is the tool kit to achieve the
UN Millennium Development Goals, where gender equality is present throughout as a

horizontal goal supporting every one of the Goals.

Hungarv_is tharquehlv committed tnjmnrove the statns of women and tn create real .eanality

between women and men. We do believe that women’s rights are fundamental human rights,
and we have to use all he available tools to enforce them. It is our joint responsibility to work

towards this together.

I am happy to inform you that as a result of the work started last year, Hungary has developed
a long term Strategy with the purpose of promoting gender equality. When preparing this
Strategy, we relied greatly, among other documents, on the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action issued at the Fourth World Conference on Women. We studied closely the key
areas identified therein, and we fitted these goals into our Strategy. We paid special attention
to the disadvantaged, most vulnerable groups, such as the Roma women and rural women. As
corresponds to the CEDAW recommendations, we laid the foundations of our action plan by

carrying out national research exercises for both groups.

issued by the European Union for 2006-2010 to promote gender equality, and Hungary is

fully committed toward its implementation.
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