





Mr. President,

Colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
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against sexual violence. On 20 February 2009, it issued a decree that immediately
implemented tough measures to combat crimes relating to sexual violence, in view
of the social alarm created by the greater frequency and level of ferocity of such
crimes. The decree’s measures include a life sentence if and when such crimes lead

to the death of the victim.









prevention and action. Ignoring gender differences would in fact seriously limit the

effectiveness of such programs and make any effort fruitless.

In closing, allow me to salute women, especially the young women in this
hall. This session has issued a challenge to you: namely, to find the courage to
worry about your future. Find the courage not to hide your femininity, thinking that
it may be a distraction from your intelligence. Prove that you do not need to
conform to masculine stereotypes to advance in your careers, and that you do not
need to lose your identity. Most importantly, find the courage to face the challenge
posed not by the opposite sex, but by the vital issues of today, our society, by age-

old and harmful misconceptions. Women no longer wish to stand out simply
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passion, discipline and sacrifice.






