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We were honored by the presence in the meeting of the Assistant Secretary-General

Mrs. Rachel Mayanja, whose contribution was highly valuable to this event, including
for her message on behalf of the Secretary-General.

I also wish to highlight we received an important message from the President of the UN
seneral Accemhbly Fathear Mioual IWEernta whaoro ha raflantad sinan tho dvaeastonao o F




In the Guatemala Declaration and Programme of Action we recognised the
persistent obstacles and challenges faced by women and glrls in achleVlng gender
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empowerment, demanded serious actions. Our Movement agreed a comprehensive
group of actions in this concern.

In this context, we underlined in Guatemala that the current food, energy and financial
crises demand more efforts in enhancing international cooperation, prioritization of
women and girls, and mobilization of resources to address these challenges, especially
as they affect women in the enjoyment of all their human rights, particularly the right to
development, towards the advancement of women and achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals by developing countries.

Mr. Chairman,

Almost 14 years have gone by since the Beijing Platform for Action was adopted.
Nevertheless, we cannot state that effective and full compliance with all the
commitments taken on in its 12 spheres of essential concern has been achieved.
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cultures, levels of development and historical experiences. Our diversity is the source of
strength and creativity. With our unity and solidarity, in defense of mutual aims and
interests, we are addressing threats and challenges to meet the commitments of Beijing.

Mr. Chairman,

The Second Ministerial Meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement on the Advancement of
Women constituted a new milestone in the struggle of non-aligned countries for a better
world, for a world with the right to justice, to development and to well-being for all the
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