


[ have the honor to speak on behalf of the Kingdom of Tonga, and wish to associate ourselves
with the statement delivered by distinguished representative of Sudan on behalf of the Group of
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the Pacific Island Forum Group.

Mr. Chairman,

Our government has made several policy changes and legislative reforms pertaining to women’s
rights:

* A Royal Land Commission who has been appointed for a term of three years will also
deal with the issue of inheritance by women where there is no male heir;

* The Nationality (Amendment) Act 2007 made provisions for dual citizenship, which
allows the nationality to be determined not only on a person’s father’s nationality, but
also the nationality of the mother;

o Female officers of the Tonga Defence Services can now continue in their services within
the army once they are married;

* The Domestic Violence Unit was established in the Ministry of Police in 2007 with a ‘no
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