The United States Mission to the United Nations

Status of Women, on the priority theme: the equal sharing of responsibilities between
women and men, including caregiving in the context of HIV/AIDS, at the Commission of
the Status of Women, Wednesday, March 4, 2009.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson,
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As the United States continues to bring new energy to these issues, it will review the
binding global pacts that help empower women. That includes the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. We will remain
committed to working with the international community to promote many of the principles
embodied in these conventions.

But as you know, signing treaties or announcing a clear international standard is not
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trip to Asia, “It is important to raise the role of women on an ongoing basis. All women should
exercise their rights to be fully functioning, productive citizens.” In order to do so, governments,
NGOs, the private sector, and international organizations such as the United Nations must work
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PEPFAR has been a remarkable success story in its first five years. - A key reason has
been our commitment to incorporating gender awareness into its programs, including
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200 arc orphans and vulnerable children; and

e PEPFAR has helped prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV during nearly 16

million pregnancies, thereby leading to nearly 240,000 children to be born HIV-free, who
would otherwise be born HIV-positive.

To share some of the lessons we have learned, the U.S. is pleased to be hosting a side

event next Thursdav. March 12 entjtled “Infeeratine Genderintn a ] .acallv Qwoed HIVATDS
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