
The 56th session of the Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW56) brings together in New York government officials, 
rural women, representatives of the United Nations and civil 
society, the media and the private sector. They will meet 
at United Nations headquarters to review progress, share 
experiences and good practices, analyse gaps and challenges 
and agree on priority actions to accelerate the implementation 
of the Beijing Platform for Action and the achievement of 
gender equality. 

The Commission will focus on the empowerment of 
rural women and their role in poverty and hunger 
eradication, development and current challenges.
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WHY IS THIS THEME 
IMPORTANT?
Rural women constitute one-fourth of the world’s 
population. They are leaders, decision-makers, pro-
ducers, workers, entrepreneurs and service providers. 
Their contributions are vital to the well-being of 
families and communities, and of local and national 
economies.

Yet rural women’s rights, contributions and priori-
ties have been largely overlooked. Rural women have 
also been hard hit by the economic and financial  
crisis, volatile food prices and export-driven agri-
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