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Rural women constitute one-fourth of the world’s
population. They are leaders, decision-makers, pro-
ducers, workers, entrepreneurs and service providers.
Their contributions are vital to the well-being of

families and communities, and of local and national
economies.

Yet rural women’s rights, contributions and priori-
ties have been largely overlooked. Rural women have
also been hard hit by the economic and financial
crisis, volatile food prices and export-driven agri-









