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and asset stripping at the intersection of statutory and customary legal justice and legal systems 
to exercise their rights. Women are finding ways to collectively and individually obtain security 
over land and sustainable livelihoods. 
 
Through these processes women are empowered in that their role, capability and active 
participation in decision-making processes, and  so increasing secure authority over the asset of 
land in order to as well build an economic base. In these ways, overall land distribution 
inequalities are being rectified.  
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- Champion impactful partnerships between grassroots organizations and policy makers 
and other stakeholders in  addressing women’s empowerment and ownership and 
control over land and assets; 

- Contribute to the creation of a set of actions that  support of grassroots women’s 
empowerment to achieve justice for themselves in their communities. 

 
ORGANIZERS and co-sponsors 
The panel is sponsored by Huairou Commission, UNDP Democratic Governance Group, and 
UNHABITAT   
 
PROGRAM DETAILS: 
The panel will be chaired by Olav Kjorven, Assistant Secretary General and Director for the 
Bureau of Development Policy, UNDP and Ms. Aisa Kirabo Kacyira, Assistant Secretary 
General and  Deputy Executive Director UN-HABITAT and will feature a panel discussion of 
five speakers including grassroots leaders and government officials from Brazil, Nicaragua, 
Tanzania and Zambia. 
 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

- What are successful partnerships between policy makers, grassroots women 
that have resulted in land justice for women? 

- What next steps need to be taken to ensure and accelerate commitment and actions in 
support of grassroots women’s empowerment and women’s ability to exercise full 
citizenship? 

- How are women advocating for beneficial change in policies and programmes, 
and ensuring that change is properly implemented? 

- What kind of support is needed for grassroots women’s organizations to have 
impact to make the formal and informal system more equitable? 

- How can we foster investment towards strengthening women’s ownership and 
access to key productive resources (land inputs, tools, credits, information, etc.) 
and enjoy equal rights (property, inheritance)? 
 

 
 
PROGRAMME 
Opening: Welcome and Introductions by Chairs (5 minutes each) 
Olav Kjorven, Assistant Secretary General and Director for the Bureau of Development 
Policy, UNDP (confirmed) 
Ms. Aisa Kirabo Kacyira, Assistant Secretary General and Deputy Executive Director UN-
HABITAT (confirmed) 
 
Opening Statement: What we aim to achieve from this session? 
Jan Peterson, Chair of the Huairou Commission (confirmed) 
 
PANEL PRESENTATIONS 
Patricia Chaves, Director of Espaco Feminista, Recife, Brazil (7min) 
Mrs. Maria de Oliveira Director of the Land Institute (ITERPE), Government of Pernambuco, 
Brazil (confirmed) 
Presentation: The create of a partnership between grassroots rural women, communities and 
other stakeholders, including all levels of government and land professionals, to advance 
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women’s rights to land and assets. The experience emphasizes the partnership strategy with 
multi-stakeholders including the Land Institute and the Rural Policies Program run by the State 
of Pernambuco, Brazil. 
 
Haydee Rodriguez, President of Union of Women’s Producers Cooperatives Las Brumas, 
Nicaragua  
Maria Rubiales, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua (to be confirmed) 
Presentation: How rural women worked towards passing of National Law 717, which 
guarantees the allocation of funds from the national budget to poor women for the purpose of 
purchasing land for agricultural production and their advocacy strategies to ensure the 
implementation of the Law.  
 
Nidnini Kimesera, Director and Esupat Ngulupa, Grassroots Leader, Maasai Women 
Development Organization (7min) 
Presentation: The process of implementing key strategies that focus focused on strengthening  
the implementation of the Village Land Act of 1999 at the local and customary justice levels and 
scaling-up grassroots women’s access to land and property in Tanzania.  
 
 
Florence Shakafuswa, Director of +ÁÔÕÂÁ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ɉχÍÉÎɊ 
Mr. Joe Kapembwa , Director, Finance and Economic Section, Division of Gender in 
Development, Cabinet Office ( confirmed) 
Presentation: Informal community negotiations, mediation and customary justice used by 
grassroots women in their struggle to stop asset stripping and land grabbing in Zambia and 
what grassroots women are doing to influence informal negotiations around land issues.  
 
Inter-active Discussion and Dialogue (30 min) 
After the panellist presentations, guests will be invited to participate in an interactive dialogue. 
Grassroots Women Organizations representatives, Government officials, NGOs and other in 
attendance will be given to floor. Speaking time for interventions is 2-3 minutes. At the end of 
this programme segment, each panellist will be invited to make 1-2 minute concluding remarks. 
 
Summary of Discussion (4min) 
Concluding Remarks (2min) 
 
 


