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Madame Chairperson,

Papua New Guinea aligns herself with last week's constructive and forward-looking statements on gender-based
violence prevention and elimination, made by Fiji on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, as well as that made by
Samoa on behalf of the Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSlDS) and by the Prime Minister of Tuvalu on
behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), including for the Pacific region's representation in the next Bureau of the
Commission of the Status of Women.

II. We also value and appreciate the constructive proposals, shared best practices and note the sobering realities
contained in the Secretary-General's respective reports on violence against women and girls and multisectoral
services and responses for women and girls subjected to violence.

III. My delegation is hopeful that under your leadership, Madam Chairperson, this CSW session will not merely be
another talkfest but one that can deliver a strong final outcome document that catalyses the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action and assist shape the future we all want for our women and girls. A future that is free from
today's unacceptable vicious cycle of violence of all forms against women and girls.
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Madame Chairperson,

XlI. The Government of Papua New Guinea acknowledges that violence against women and girls in the country is a
serious cross-cutting development issue and human rights concern that must not be tolerated any more. We are
therefore committed to combat gender-based violence and also entrench gender equality and empowerment in
the country.
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We also recognize that elimination of these inhumane practices against women and girls will be a long-term
challenge that requires sustained commitment, resources and concerted and coordinated efforts from all sectors
of our society and most importantly Government leadership.

We further recognize that it is not sufficient to sign onto international instruments and formalize domestic
legislation promoting gender equality and empowerment, human rights and anti-gender-based violence. More
importantly, all national stakeholders, including especially the National Government, must take ownership and be
the primary drivers of combating, preventing and eliminating gender-based violence and fostering gender
equality and empowerment for this to be successful and sustainable.

We acknowledge that many challenges remain for us to make our country a safer, secure and an equitable place
for our women and girls to live with dignity and free from harassment and violence so that they can reach their full
potential and enjoy a better life. But we are determined to do better by transforming attitudes, behaviour and
institutions that sustain unequal power relations between men and women to bring about change.

Key strategic domestic policy and legislative measures that have been set in place by my Government to prevent
and eliminate violence against women and girls in Papua New Guinea include:

•  National Medium Term Development Plan 2011 - 2015 that sets a target of achieving by 2030 zero-
tolerance against gender-based violence;

•  National Policy on Women and Gender Equality 2011 - 2015 that strategizes to increasing advocacy
against violence against women and girls; service provision to affected victims; capacity building
including research and legislation development to better address gender-based violence issues;

•   National Health Strategy 2011 - 2020 and HIV/AIDS Strategy 2011 - 2014 which addresses gender-
based violence and to reduce the impact of HIV/AIDS on women and girl victims of sexual violence;

•  Enactment of Sexual Offences Act, Crime Against Children Act, the Police Act and the Evidence Act
which addresses deterrence measures, criminalizing gender-based violence and dispensing justice to
affected victims;
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XVIII. A best practice on combating gender-based violence that is working well in Papua New Guinea is a multi-sectoral
cooperation and partnership between the Government agencies, private sector, NGOs, civil society groups and
development partners under the auspices of the Family and Sexual Violence Action Committee (FSVAC) as a
leading national intervention program that promotes public awareness campaigns and conducts training on
various aspects of gender-based violence as well as prepares and distributes para-legal literacy material on
violence against women and girls and on human rights protection.

Madame Chairperson,


