
Commission on the Status of Women _
57th Session

Priority Theme:
"The elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls"



cross-country learning and as channels through which to inform global dialogue and
decision-making with ground realities and regional experiences.

The five Regional Commissions had jointly implemented an interregional project
entitled "Enhancing capacities to eradicate violence against women", which was

coordinated by ECLAC in cooperation with the United Nations Statistical Division
and UN Women. It represented a major international effort to eliminate gender-
based violence by understanding its magnitude, forms and consequences. The
project involved over 30 countries from all five regions through consultation and



CSW Consultation let by ECA and UN WOMEN on 14-16 January 2013 in Addis
Ababa, the African Member States adopted a Declaration, committing themselves
among others to ensure that the elimination of violence against women and girls is a
priority area of the post-2015 agenda with clear targets and indicators. The Africa
Unite Campaign chaired by UN WOMEN, ECA, UNFPA and the African Union
Commission (AUC) has harnessed member States' political will to take concrete
actions to end YAW. The Campaign was organized in March 2012 at Mount
Kilimanjaro Climb, and mobilized 74 representatives from governments, CSOs,
Media and 14 UN agencies in raising awareness to ending YAW in Africa. A large
number of African National Machineries are putting violence against women at the
forefront of their programming. They used the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence
against Women and Children as a critical milestone to strengthen their partnership
with national CSOs to sustain and take further their collective intervention to tackle
YAW.

Preventing and eliminating violence against women has received considerable
attention throughout the UNECE region, with many governments strengthening their
legislation, especially with respect to domestic violence and trafficking. The effective
implementation of legislation, in particular, the coordination and cooperation



Furthermore/ ECLAC and UNFPA, in collaboration with UN Women, have
developed a regional training programme on women, peace and security.

In Western Asia, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
continues to support Member Countries to address violence against women and girls
through initiatives that aim to strengthen the capacities of national women's
machineries, governmental agencies, and non-governmental organizations. Through

the provision of technical assistance and advisory services, ESCWA assists countries in
the region to ultimately put forward targeted strategies to combat gender based violence
and be able to empirically assess and measure violence against women. In addition,
ESCWA continuously monitors and analyzes the effectiveness of legislations, policies,
and programmes that are central to the prevention and elimination of all forms of
violence against women, especially in the context of armed conflict and occupation.

ESCWA is currently engaged, in collaboration with UN Women and regional NGOs, in
various policy related studies which examine specific forms of violence, including
trafficking, and evaluate the protection, prevention, and rehabilitation services provided
by governmental institutions and civil society organizations to female survivors of
violence. Furthermore, ESCWA is periodically providing Member States with advisory
and capacity building support to assist them in drafting action plans to facilitate the
implementation of Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000) on Women, Peace and
Security.

In conclusion. Madam Chair,

The Regional Commissions reiterate their commitment to working in close
partnership, complementarity and coherence at the regional level with UN Women
and other agencies to ensure that the UN System delivers on the collective global
promise to prevent and eliminate all forms of discrimination against women and girls.

As mandated by the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the Regional
Commissions will continue to support Member States in monitoring the progress made
and challenges encountered in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General
Assembly.

4


