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Introduction 
 
While adopting the concept ‘human poverty’ as defined by the 1997 Human Development Report, an 
appraisal of current official literature clearly suggests that there continues to exist inherent ambiguities in 
both, th
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this field-work, it was possible to get insights into how knowledge about women and men is constructed 
with regard to sexuality, personhood, kinship, customs, religion and the household; property rights and the 
law; land tenure reforms, land re-distribution, and, how indigenous cosmological readings, notions of time 
and space defined the environment and landscape. Cosmology is not an abstract set of relations but has been 
defined as a social arena where efforts and strategies are expended and employed in relation to specific 
cultural and other resources in an endeavour to gain access to them. The potential for social transformation is 
bound up with the imperative of social continuity.  
 
In general, in ancient cultural traditions, it is deemed that the human microcosm and all formnn6388 T50461am
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pills, intrauterine devices, condoms and diaphragms were polluting, and could lead to sterility and diseases 
caused by the curse of the evil eye; indigenous fertility regulating methods were much more preferable to 
these women. 
 
Most villagers believe that the rio tiii3 Tblev3 Tblag
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