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3CUNGA65:
EU STATEMENT

AGENDA ITEM 28 a-b - ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN

Mr. Chairperson,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.

The Candidate Countries,_ Croatia', the fonner Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia* the
Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, as well as- Ukraine, the Republic of
Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. ' "

2010 is 'an important year for the promotion of gender e~uality and the advancement of
women as we are conunemorating this year the IS' anniversary of the Beijing
Conference and the ECOSOC has devoted its ministerial to
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European Court of Justice. has created a legal arsenal, which is applied in the EU 27
Member States. giving rise to many success stori~s allover the continent. .

The EU reaffmns its strong support for, and commitment to. the full implementation of
the Cairo Programme of Action adopted at the International Conference on _Populations
and Development in 1994, as well as the key actions for the further implementation of the
ICPD Programme of Action agreed at lCPD+S and the Copenhagen Declaration and
Action Programme; and also emphasises that gender equality cannot be achieved without
guaranteeing women's sexual and reproductive health and rights, and reaffirms that
expanding acccss to sexual and reproductive health information and health services are
essential for achieving the Beijing Platform for Action. the Cairo Programme of Action
and the MDO's.

The EU also supports UN programs and actions against female genital mutilation, which
constitutes a violation of human rights of women and girls.

,
Furthermore, the EU would like to confirm its



The EU is currently also looking into establishing a comprehensive strategy to increase
the scale and effectiveness ofcommitments to combat violence against women within the
Union, in .accordance with the Council Conclusions on the Eradication of Violence
against Women in the EU, adopted in March 2010. Thc strategy will aim at establishing a
general framework of common principles in this area and will be supported by a Europe
wide awareness-raising campaign on violence against wom~n. In the framework of the
preparation for the' Strategy the Conunission has' launched two studies: one on
Standardisation of national legislation on gendeF violence and violence against children,
and one on harmful traditional practices in the EU, including honour crimes and female
genital mutilation. Both studies will be completed within the coming months and their
results will be presented at the Conference on· Violence against Women, which will be
organised in the framework of the Daphne



We are commemorating this year the tenth anniversary of the adoption of Security
Councif Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security and on the 26th of October the
Security Council will hold a ministerial open debate. In July 2010,




