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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,

The International Organization for Migration (10M) appreciates the opportunity to address
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living and working conditions, increased health risks, a lack of access to social services and
various forms of abuse such as the confiscation of passports by their employers. Women
migrant workers often work in gender segregated sectors - such as home and child or elder
care -- that are largely infonnal and unregulated therefore offering them little or no
protection. These women tend to have limited or no bargaining power and few or no
opportunities for establishing networks to receive information and social support. Womcn
migrant workers in an irregular status are particularly vulnerable to harassment, intimidation
or threats as well as economic and sexual exploitation including trafficking and racial
discrimination. Often times, they face incarceration and/or deportation if they attempt to
leave their employer.

It is important to keep in mind that fighting human trafficking is also a labour market­
question: in many cases, economic growth has not been matched by the cvolution of
migration policies that are able to facilitate and satisfy the demand for cheap labour and
services in destination countries. It is the tension between the intense demand for labour and
services on the one hand, coupled with too few legal migration channels on the other that
creates opportunities for intermediaries such as human traffickcrs to step into the breach.
10M strongly believes that the demand for migrant workers needs to be matched with legal.
safe. humane and orderly migration channels. and with migration management policiesthei2Tj
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