
Statement

by

Ambassador H.E. Dr. Palitha T. B. Kahana
Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations

Agenda Item: 28
Advancement of Women

at the
65'h Session of the United Nations General Assembly

Social. Humanitarian and Cultural Committee
(Third Committee)

United Nations. New York.
October 13'h , 2010

(Please check against delivery)

Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United Nations
630 Third Avenue, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10017 • Tel: (212) 986-7040 • Fax: (212) 986·1838

E-mail: mail@slmission.com Web: www.slmission.com



Mr.



domestic violence, sexual exploitation and abuse. However, on the positive side, it
is heartening to know that increased attention has been paid by countries to enact
legal frameworks that promote and protect women's rights, including efforts to
introduce policies and programmes enhancing gender parity. More women are
gaining access to education, health and are being provided with social safety nets
and opportunities for gainful economic activity.

Mr. Chairman,

As a country that adopted universal adult franchise in 1931, while still under the
colonial yoke, Sri Lanka has facilitated the active participation of women in politics.
As a result, fifty-Years ago, Sri Lanka made history as the first country in the
world, to elect a woman Prime Minister. This year, Sri Lanka has been ranked 16th

in the world for gender equality in the Global Gender Gap Index, way ahead of
many developed countries. Despite the destruction caused by a 27 year conflict
with one of the most ruthless terror outfit that the world has known, remarkabie
strides have been made on many fronts, including in the realization of or



Mr. Chairman

Sri Lanka has taken proactive steps to curb violence against women through
training, education and legal provisions. This inciudes sensitizing communities and
religious groups to amend certain




