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Chairperson,

Allow me to thank all the various speakers for their informative



Chairperson,

Our Constitution provides for non-discrimination and the rights and freedoms of
women. We therefore welcome the recent establishment of the new United
Nations Gender Entity, namely UN-WOMEN and look forward to its
operationalization by January 2011. We believe UN-WOMEN will be a dynamic
and strong champion for women and girls, providing them with a powerful voice
at the international, regional and local levels.

We also congratulate Her Excellency Ms. Michelle Bachelet, former President of
Chile on her historic appointment as the first head of this new entity and we look
forward to constructive co-operation with her in the near future.

Chairperson,

The Government of the Kingdom of Swaziland is committed to improving the

health of women and girls and has made significant progress in the achievement
of MDG 5 (Improvement of Maternal Health). For example, we have improved the
integration of reproductive health services within all levels of the health system,
improved sexual and reproductive health commodity security, integration of
prevention and treatment of STls in the health care delivery system, expanded
Prevention of Mother-to Child Transmission (PMTCT) of HIV to cover over 80
percent of health facilities in 2009 from 2 percent in 2003, increased coverage in
the distribution of Anti-Retroviral Therapy medication, implementation of
integrated management of childhood illnesses to promote child survival,
introduction of male involvement in programming and up-scaling of efforts to
reduce maternal mortality as part of the Campaign for Accelerated Reduction of
Maternal Mortality in Africa (CARMMA).

In this regard we acknowledge with appreciation the work of UNFPA in its efforts
to enhance support to our country and region, especially regarding the
achievement o(MDG 4 (Reduction of Child Mortality) and MDG 5 (Improvement
of Maternal Health).
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Chairperson,

Despite significant progress in our quest and commitment to the advancement of
women, many challenges still remain in place. Amongst these are poverty and HIV
and AIDS. In Swaziland, women provide 90% of all care and support for people
with AIDS related illnesses. Women and girls, including those who are themselves
HIV positive, also bear the physical and psychological burden of HIV and AIDS
care. Women thus carry a 'triple jeopardy' of AIDS: as people infected with HIV, as
mothers of infected children, and as carers of partners, parents or orphans with





Chairperson,

In conclusion, allow me to reiterate my government's commitment to promoting
gender equality and the empowerment of women, the implementation of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action as well as all other internationally

agreed development goals related to women.

I thank you for thank agreed


