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Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates, representatives of the United Nations and the NGO
community,

It is with great pleasure that I address the 65th session of the General Assembly in my
capacity as Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences.

At the outset let me applaud the work of this Assembly in ensuring the swift establishment of
UN Women. the new UN entity tasked with providing leadership, coordination and cohesion
to the work: oftbe UN in the field of women's rights and gender equality. I would particularly
like to congratulate Ms. Michelle Bachelet on her appointment as the head of this new entity.
1 look forward to developing a constructive partnership with her and her office to advance the
agenda on the human rights of women generally, and the elimination of violence against
women in particular.

I would also like to briefly refer to the Millennium Development Goals Summit that took
place recently and emphasize that meaningful participation and empowennent, equality and
non-discrimination, accountability and transparency are central features of the human rights­
based approach to development I would like to echo the views of many human rights
advocates that consider violence against women as the "missing MDG", and call for greater
efforts in the implementation of laws, policies and programmes to prevent and address
violence against women.

I would now like to take this opportunity to infonn the General Assembly of the activities
undertaken by the mandate over the last year.

Thenurtit.: Report to the HRC

Mr. Chairperson,

My first thematic report to the Council addresses the issue of reparations to women who have
been subjected to violence. I

The legal basis for a right to a remedy and., linked to it, a right to reparation has become
firmly enshrined in the corpus ofintemational human rights and humanitarian instruments.

The Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of
Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law define the contours of State responsibility for providing reparation to
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dependants. Given the disparate and differentiated impact that violence has on women and on
different groups of women, there is a need for specific measures of redress in order to meet
their specific needs and priorities. Violence perpetrated against individual women generally
feeds into patterns of pre-existing and often cross-cutting structural subordination and
systemic marginalization. Hence measures of redress need to address both individual
reparation and the wider structural factors that enable violations of rights.

Mr. Chairperson,

In view of the structural and multiple fonns ofdiscrimination that women face during conflict
and post-eonflict as well as in times of peace, my report highlights that reparations cannot be
just about returning women to thejust
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Group ofExperts on the Democratic Republic ofthe CongoS

Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 10/33, I contributed to the second joint report
by seven thematic special procedures on the situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo,
which was presented to the nih session of the Human Rights Council in March 2010. My
contribution highlights the lack of progress since the initial joint report of 2009 6 and stresses
that violence against women,. in particular rape and gang rape remains



women and girls at an increased risk of human rights abuses. Today, we see this reality
reflected in the situation in Haiti. I have






