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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Constituting nearly half of the 214 million international migrants in the world today, women

increasingly move on their own. They seek a life with security, opportunity, dignity and rights.

Migration empowers women, and at the same time these women empower society. Education,

work experience and economic independence abroad can enable them to exercise their rights

more effectively

At the same time however, it cannot be ignored that migrant women face specific vulnerabilities

as well. While on the move, women are more exposed to the risk of exploitation and gender

based violence than men As a result, they face dual vulnerabilities as women and as migrants

The International Organization for Migration, as the principal intergovernmental organization

working on migration, believes that migration can be an empowering experience for women.

IOM is therefore committed to ensure that the particular needs of all migrant women are

identified

Mr. Chairman, the reports of the Secretary General offer a valuable opportunity to take stock of

progress made and to draw lessons for the future. In this regard, I would like to take up three

points that merit our attention

1 The Human Rights of Migrant Women

First, as is stated very clearly in the reports of the Secretary-General, States have an obligation

under international human rights law to protect against human rights abuses within their

territory and/or jurisdiction. The universality of human rights makes these rights applicable to

every human being, to men and women, to citizens and non-citizens, to nationals and migrants

This means that no one can be left out or ignored.When talking about migrant women, it is

important to realize that at all times, migrant women's rights are human rights. Human rights
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are critical to our ability to manage migration flows in a manner that best serves the national


