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Moreover, the social and political role of women is steadily increasing and
becoming more significant, and in order to ensure decent representativeness of
women on the decision-making level, strong proposals for women candidates on
party lists have been developed. The current proportion of women in the Lower
Chamber of the Parliament has now risen to 24 per cent.

Recognizing that the key factor for the economic empowerment of women is
decent work, Kazakhstan has striven to significantly decrease the unemployment
ratio among women to 6.4 per cent; and for rural women, this indicator has
dropped to 5.4 per cent. According to the National Strategy on Gender Equality,
we expect the average wage for women to rise to 80 per cent compared to those of
men by 2020. My country also undertakes measures to provide allowances for
women who loose or give up their jobs due to pregnancy or child birth, and for
economically vulnerable families. In accordance to the outcome of the Fifth
National Forum on Women, the Programme of development of female
entrepreneurship 2009-2015 has been launched to empower women entrepreneurs.

There is national recognition of the urgency to provide and strengthen
legislation for prevention and punishment of violators of domestic violence, as
well as support services for victims of violence. Kazakhstan is strongly committed
to the further advancement and empowerment of women and gender equality,
particularly through implementing the National Law on State Guarantees of Equal
Rights and Equal Opportunities for Women and Men, and the Law on Prevention
of Domestic Violence. Both these legislations aim at incorporating international
standards into national legislation and enacting legal previsions that will for prev


