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PREFACE

This reporl covers the period 1995 to 1999 on the implementation of the Seiifng Plaform for

Action by the Government of the Fiji lslands. Many of the steps taken as part of peneral

povernment policy to improve the status of wormen in the Fiji Islands have buen an oo-going

process prior to the Beijing Conferenge, Since then, the formulation and adaption by
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I8 Some sipnificant attempls have been made to invest in human development.
where women are given cioployment and training opponunities. These opportunitics
are by no means wholly given on ibe basis of equality altheugh there appears 1o be a
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ministerial Commiftee on Womean o enstre that theve is 2 sector wide coocdinated
implementation ol 1he defined priority areas.
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will also make cancetled efforts in assessing the impact of development oo women
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promaotions at all levels of Govermmcent 10 women on merit and as
appropiste and encourags (he samae in the privale secior.

(e) Campaign o promae 2 sound and stable envirgnment that is free of
violenee cxpecially domestic violenge, sexual harassment and child abuse.
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3,13 This Unit was established by the diusiry of Finaaee 1o 19599 following the
Mational Micre-finance Workshop and conzultation ergamsed by the Ministry and the
Uniled Mations Development Programme, The Unil 12 currently receiving inquirics
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3.21  The review of appropriste legislation, regulanons and administrative praciecs
as required by Stearegic Objective 4.2 is of speeial concern to the binisuy of Women
and Culture. The Ministry las 1aken steps and made submaissions on the review of the
Employment Act and the law oo compensation to ensure that e special

st AR “*‘mmﬁﬁf}ﬁ‘:%ﬁﬁ% %%Eﬁ?ﬁ&f%k}é?@;“%“'““mm

¢ AR A ﬁiﬁﬁtﬁgmﬁs ﬁuu:l Iz pacticuldr by ST wamen g ntake sunr
it,_Althourn none of the formal Botking insiitetizng unpops when trnT
VLRI A1 WONLE, Lhé:'l"i.?l 13 ::\fid.cncc thar wirmien ars differénd T
TATHAY W THe i R T '_' T RER N T aif b anagey un'd Aiber 6T Ways: S (neeialny o
o o v Fead o e @ I IR r{l”' { . cuitiee of banks Al the. 'WE}H ll]‘ﬂtt-lxq I"E-'I:]'l'lll'ﬁ I:;‘Hﬁllmﬁg
of Tveardqnd - l_-!-!_"_ | ]| N ]| 3.22.. The eifedts of pbiicjed 18 atloviate povecty. Has
eveork of maciy i i !_ i_ ERRERR B .flhri ﬁmﬁ**: it neneesses and nolied Tnlerveinons withi
sen pnderway E‘E‘iflt;ali's'f: File coomiiid and l § | l L P |1 P PP ¥, Ty [Tty £ T2 ) [ 1 e
i 2 40 3 vrears Trom igw. Clu,url;.f Lhege \’—'IEE R __1_5“ o :u'i‘lwmi.e oty will,
ons for women, . e ﬁulhqiant;a] AN S
LA T IO T AND TIGUNTAOI T s 0 ool [_'j Tl T rCAR LU
|
ectived putlinea 1 1he Begiog l-'!ilz,ttplh!nl‘hl;ar”.\ {l!::r 1! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 1 ! I [ . 173 - -Thete
||| ] EOLTELT LR, 1t nam:]}-"JJ J
“Huuaiu Ly edpcatiopn, ! L L O O O A M B Ea{:-fmJFrF
irz}t%iiate L]l:lt?risr;\r:' rio:ug;dt w'm‘;'c 1; | ] SR A -:,-F.F ok
mprove | ﬁmep 5 c s's I Fn (omal Traioi 14, "1‘{." AR
anl (“-:}ml’nmn“'E!:hEi 1? | r rll A E-'c{ 3
fopy it Ei] i Lt alion aﬂid Jlrillll'l el g 1 f-'lfﬂl'ﬁiE."-'ﬂ
ul'm?aﬁ, fi.lil 111 bor 'd]['ifl i | N N ‘mla eitic
UIT] [I‘i Hﬂ ijt r | : ‘r;:h 3 wrEr L EiH H TIHT CCRIEE DR T T "Flail-‘: L EHTE
i 6 ol it e s eévir i (1 LTV TT
1 dl'llLa II-1 [I I I I [I I I I I IIIIIII I‘ I I I llll IIIIIJIIIIIII‘I’II’I‘I‘I‘IIIIIIII‘IIII 1ann I1I1I1I1I -

et i ik ] ' JCT: oo placitces

Il
J'rn.-r? HWWLULLLEFHHEI‘!!Imm}v{"%‘mﬂmlwl:lﬁk{rt 1‘.@?‘\};\mc-h ﬂ{ﬂlﬁ.‘i”i_ﬂfrrﬁq .'I'I;l i e o B IO IO IR N RO BN N BN BN} |. [ ] |.'

un}r.-uzmu'y :!m--. the rlelt fo esiailish dnd maintoin ploces af m’ugﬁrﬂﬂrz g fer s L g
it dhénr, wfr{.E.er {H" RO i éfuvesﬂmm;mf gasiyigned fram L Sl .,
(34 e e m;";«,ir g poticy afa ,r5!frr:-: ﬂif r:;ﬂ’u:-::um -'_E}E.' wed to Frshbselion {21 e 3

Lt bb Ry RRYLRE ST 1NN NEN |

(AN i nlraiuil'it? I||' ‘;., E af e Aced ¢ lo! mum.rf:.'!ﬂ'rb F.vfuﬁ-:g‘:;: 1§ :..r,n':r.e.:.qE .f}.ukm R T

T g- ) r s e e [PETTTS [ :‘ : FORCRCRCN r r'="

SHInT 1 e S ruT N _r.f.l.rth.' m% Wi ,r,';.-'rmnus;r:nmn R, {.m:irﬁ_f-*iﬁﬂ’_ﬁ P phefeksD DT




tor e qruecrtifiedd stuelends witlion! discriminafion on ayy grovad profibied e this
Cermirdenfon ™

325 Empowcrment throuph afncation and to nnprove the qualiyy of life is a basic
aoal. Although cducation is accessible to both males and females st primary.
gecondary and tertiary levels, women's acoess to education continues to be hindered
by family economic, zocial and caltueal factors. In Fiji Islands, there are mainstream
educational faciliies. special schoods, vocational and techniesl schools, In addifion,
ilere are 4 {eacher treining Tnstitetions as welk as the University of the South Pagific
where raiping 5 conducted ot the onderpradueate and post peadoeale levels
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(1} Improvement 1o the educational stadus of women and ensuring that 1
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development of education to meet the necds of people in the mediom to long
term.
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Srertessie (Mbfective 4 Promote research and disseminate inlornaation oo
winten' s haaltl.

ive C5: Increase resources and monitor follow-up for women’s
healtl.

A. [anovative policies, programmes, prijecets and @eod practices

336 Health is 2 basic human nght and meeting the health needs of women must be
takan into account a1 all slages of their ife evele and not confined (o matemal lealth,




1w past three decades, the Ministey of Health has focused mainly on adult women and
conteacepdian and has not adequately addressed the needs of younger women and men
not the cultural. sexnal and social context of Fanuly plavning services,

341 Stexdy propress has been made wewards the control of milvatious

as tuberculosis and messles but on theeother band, dizcases of e hweart apel the
vizcular systom, diabetes and caneer by

FHumsn immuno-dificiency views (FIIVY mlechonfacguired imemuns defuceene
syndrome (AIDS) are on the rise with 4% repocied cages in Fiji lslands from 1986

June 199% ol which 14 are females {Ministry of Health).

342 Althongh medical services can be aceessed from most p:uru af F1j1 shands.
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3103 Changes in the poroeption of women and stereatyped assumptions made of
women az well a8 logal and ofher changes hawve Become necessary Lo IMoTCass
women's participation in publie lile. In the 199% seneral elections, 27 women
cantasted the elections oul ol a (otal of 251 candidates. OF the 2T women candnlales, ¥
were elected. Three women liave been appomted Cabinet Mindsters, one also kolding
e title of Dreputy Frime Minisler and 2 as Assistant Ministers. In the Upper House,
where the Senate is comprised ol 35 senators, there are currently 5 women appointed.
pne of whom is the ¥ice President of Senate. This number could inerease a5 1he
nomination of senators from (he Leader of the Opposition is yet to be hinalised,
Although t]us 1% an improveraeal over the last elections where there were anly 2
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(1) eevedoping support mecharisms and to Influerce the politiced

PREESS

Influencing the political pracess through the dissemination of
ipformation on & ranee of issues including i and policies are
designed to change enteenched attitudes and conservative politeal
cultures. Gender equality policies and non diserimioation as prescribaed
b baw may go along way o changing voler attitude. Strengthening and

establishing women's commitlees in key otganisations and providing

funds to suppect women candidates standing for political office aod
appropriate affirmative actions would give woimen greater
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ciement systems, which has challenged politicians, peolicy makers, and pleoners at all
levels ta consciously include women and pender congerns when meking decisions.
The feifing Plagorm for Action prescribes 3 strategic objectives to be adopred by
pariicipating countres as follows:
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5114 Ag wender [ocat points for the 17 dMinisuies and Deparlments of Goversment,

the Depaly Secretaries have bean forther dirceted by Guovernmaent:

I. 1o ensure the inplementation of the WEA by [aeilitatng the mtegration of the
identified priovity actions ineo (eir Ministry™s policies and programmes,
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3,123  Equality in law iz a fundamental humao right. The Bill of Eights in the
Constitudidm (Amendkiett) At 1997 probibifs drscrimination’sn the grpynds ol 22
pender, Sectimt 38 movides:

{1) Every peryon has the right to equality befare thg low.
£2) A person must net be unfairty diseriminated against, divecily or indiraeily,
om the ground of Ris o kee:

(o gofual or supposed personal claracteristics or clreumstunces, trofuding
e, ethete grigin, colowr, place of origin, gender, sexual orlentarion,
hiveh, primary languepe, eoonomic starus, age or disabiling or

{h) apiniony o belicfs, excem fo the extent that thase apiniony ar feliefs
invalve harm to etfiors oF the dimimution of the righis or freedoms of
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imeptdl tigits and freedoms imespeciBad ol race, '
- colour, creed ot sex (5.3) protection frem

sex was not specifically included (5.15). The 1990
asainst discrimination of lhe basis of gex Tor the fivst
nition o the 1997 Constilution (Aanendment) Aot to
on agadiist gender, birth, sexeal orientation, pricnary
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language, economic status, age or dizability. Persons are guaranteed the freedom o
praclice religies and-pebities-except where considered harmtul to others.

3.125 The Government, through the catification of the Convention for ihe
Eliminauion of all Forms of Discrimination against Weomen (Women & Convention}
anl alber ntetnational Comventions, and in view of the Fluman Rights Declaculion 15
pblipated W alzerve them and (s commited o removing discriminatory provisions.
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B. Obstacles encounlered
3029 The major obstacles enmrmt-.,rrd is the lack of fepal litercy and the awareness
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awarenezs through the poblication and dizsemination of faws o (he wider
community, One of the strategic objectives of the Task Foree b5 to have.all
laws reviewsl on a rotating 13 year cycle or shorter.

) crocess Yo Sustice

There are a number of bamers that imopede people’s accoss W ustice and 1t
egpecially applies to women, These barriers include the lack of capacily 0
seek lepal advice due lo their ecooomic and social situation, legal costs, the
difficulties and complexities associated with court procedures, lack of
infarmation and lack of knowladge on how to access the justics system to
redress a grievance; and phivsical inaccessibility to legal services and
resources, The steatepic objectives outlined by the Task Force to improve
acoess to lhe justice gystem include:

s facilitate and improve eyuelity of aceesy fo legeal servives

Legal literacy programmes and conimunity legal edusation are cracial

to understanding ke avenues of actess to the justice system. The
education on legai rights and the remedics thal can ba obtained; and
how to identify and deal with persons in authority and govermmnent
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legad aid benelicianes annually is part of the plan of action for thas
seelor.

*  fo faeititaie and improve sensitised troiming of dew eaforcement
aned cowrt officioals in handling women victiok and complaints

Women's access to justice iv alvo alfected by the way women are
treated by law enforcement sgengies and court officials. The plan
actions includs the conlimation of gender sensitisation laim

formal component of police waining curriculum for all proseculars,
The Task Force recommends that the Pobice Foree Reeriiboant Poley
ineludes o gender companent in order to increase (he number of .
women palice prosecutors. There is an increased numbser of women
currently serving in the magisieacy and this year the first wornan was
appoinled to the High Couet Bench, The 1993 Cabinet degision o
INCTense warmnen representation on Boards and Comumitteas by 3054 to
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M. Innovative policies, proprammes, projects and wood practices

3132 The media is a very powetrful mediuem that shapes attitudes and promates sex-
rale stereoty ping in the minds of the pablic. Fiji Tslands has the thiree forms of media,
the prmt audlu and viswal mEdlﬂ Mnst fanu]les 11 FLJL [slands tave access to olte
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J. 42 As Lhere: i3 a low level of awarencss 1o the media of weonen' s cotcerns, there
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Strategic Objeciive K3, Strengthen ot establish mechanisms at the naticnal.
regional and internaional levels to assess the impact of development and
enviroumental polivies onowornen.

AL Innovative poli

3,144 Fhe Deparuncot of ihe Envirooment in the Ministry ol Manonal Planning,
aral {ioue a and the Eaviroment is yespopsible lor he overseetn
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3.E54. Since its mception. WIFN bave suecessfully implemented the follewing
actlivities:
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Strategic Objective L 9. Strengthen the role of the tamily in improving he
status of the sirl-child.

A. [nnovative palicies, proprammes, priicets snd good practices

3,160 There continues to be low levels of awarencss in the public consciousness of

the pressures that are excried on fanilies as matters perlaiving to families are

eonsidered (o be in the private domain. Thus the ellects of social, economis or other
Ve lGpMEnE TatTors-i: pladies voula ving acodh drdsards Wiy IRTRTREDMARRAIRTR o err e o e
rously pose diffigiites Tof families, There 1 also litht appreciaripn of the burdens

at fall on femae childeen during Tarily bar@shili (T TTIT T 1 R

L1 . The Fiji Paverty Report | 997 {p.38) indicates that 35% of the 44300 )
wrseholds lived in eelativerpoveny which i 3 cause Tor coneern not onby for ) s
rrEelE ~ r ! seanien e s e e nne s L’{;J-‘:tqumbuur_wﬁ'&ﬁf‘J Tt ez e e rren L
......................... e of the famiis: Pinancial nariyhip, 868 wodr iving condiiens dre mafor causes |
of famiiv conllict and although there are severd 903508 0n {famiies, one of the most
) pervastve fomns of denaer insgualities drise frdmm ihe UTEGUAL cespangibilines fakBion |
I by family members, Worticn ang glr]s_ though thy have the primary responsibility 6f
homsework afd tamily care, l;he:.-' ate also engaged 1n some form of income caming
. . - F1 . —_— gep—
e, Jl.’i'iﬁuumlu T ™4 162 THETE 1€ 4150 CREasing CONGEM 10 (NG FiSe.0f S, Fatcnt 14
L - R SRR partienlary womend t:e;aﬂed hiifseholds §onsishing of widowed giW
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beiny.

3.163 'Tlie'abusfﬁ‘ﬂf female childréh has besone 4 major cause for o
indicated by the fizures below:

Child Abuse Caszes (Sexual Abunse) 1995/1996/1997

CHfcuees 1ygs 1094
Attempted Tape gl _
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APPENDIX I
Re: Terms of Reference {TOR) for Inter-Ministerial Committes on Wanien

Al the Cahinet mesting of 3 Movember 1998, i was agroed that the Inter-Miniisterial Comm itdes Gn
WWomen be el up and whose major cole is to oversee and ce-ordinate the implamentation of The
wamen's Plan of Action [WEPA]

Niembership

hdinisary of Watienal Planning
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APTEMNIMX 1E
[Ze: Task Force & Membhbership
Five Tiask EForces are being sel ugp o these argas:

wainzrenming of Women & Jender Coneemis
Woamen & the L
Micro-ettetprise Dovelopment
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Micro-Euterprise Development
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