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Currant indicators meveal that the literacy status of women remains at 34% for
women and 46% for men which 15 comparativaly lower than warman in other

Betanesian countries of Fiji, Solomen lslands and Vanuatu,
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PREFACE

This repont has been prepared by tha Govemment of Papua New Guinea af the request of
the United Nations. it presents an assessment of the progress and shorfalls experianced
during the first five years of the Post Bejing era. The Papua New Guinea Governrent
raflectad its commitment for Gender Equalily and Women Advancement by sending &
strong Government delegation of thidy-one women 0 Beijjing.  Frior k@& the Gnnference
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Action. The plans however must be reviewed fo be praclical in the iight of the sconomis
congtraing Facing PNG.

Clear targets that the country will ke able to achieve during the next five years of the
decade should be developed with renewed vigowe and commiitnant from Governmant to all
other stakehalders in PNG., As re-iterated by the PNG Delagation upan their retum from
Beiiing, Sovernment must adopt the platform and put Inan efficiant women's machineary o
implement the platform.
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1.0 Current Trends in the Achievement of Gender Equality in
Papua New Guinea:

Cn ha eve of the new millennium and in this age of glabalisation, womean in Fapua New
Guines face serious challengas more o than the era of the ningteen gighties.  Capturad
Ev the financial volatility and economic insecurity prevailing in the Asian region, Papua New
Suinza has been sublected to e growing trends of global market competiion. 1is alliance
with the ntermational Monatary Fund (MY and Wodd Bank have sgen the govemment
push for free market economic policies and privalisaion. Although market competition is
viewed o oIowde, grERTET Srdienty T we profuttich oF 9oods ana s&ivICes: There 1S
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2.0 Legislative, Political Policy Framework for Achieving Gender
Equality and Women’s Advancement In PNG.

The Government of Papua i'haw L:ulnaa ::-fﬂclally r&cﬂgnls&d lhu ci|sad~.ra ntageu‘ p::rsltmn c:f
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Guinga. The government has yet {o appoint a task force committee 1K overses the
miplementation of CEDAW.

Cumently, interdm arangemants ame in place in the form of an inter-ministerial adhoc
committes,

It iz expected that this committes will comprise of the following agencias, Attamay General
and Justice, Labour and Employment, Govemment Women's focal point, the MNational
Council of Women, PNG Coundcil of Churches, Individeal and Community Rights Advocacy
Forum {ICRAF), the PNG Trade Union Congress, PHNG Law Reform Commlsslon, Health
and Education Depantmeants, Therg arg 3 number of cutstanding tasks that the government
has to undeake ralating to CEDAWY.

This includes a full 2nd comprehensive study on Fapua MNew Guinea's Legal Framework
and its implicatlons for CEDAW, A National Implementation Plan is also required. Before a
national plan or program of action is developed, a lagislative review and study neads 1o be
conducted urgently. Owverall, support and frgining have been solicited and organised at
regioetal levels by UNIFEM for the Paclfle Reglon, However effactive fallew up action is
raguirad at country level of certain countries.

The Papua MNew Guinea Government had been sedously canstdering the need for

establishing rights proteclion mechanism, A considerable amount of ressarch was
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. Encourage wormen _in urban énd rural areas to underfake
distancs education clﬂr
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30 Qverview of the Glokal and PNG Natienal Platierm for Aqtign.. ... .
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Azsist NCWY and_oth&r NGO's in institutional strengthening and
capacity huilding.

Strangthen the Gender and Development Unit within tha
Depariment of Finance and Planning.

Review and vpdate the Wational Wamen's Policy.

Apply gender anailysis in developing policy and planning
activities.

Provide assistance to MNon  Governtment  agencies and
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This committae was inttroduced eadier under the auspices of Papua New Guineg’s Mational
Wamean's Palicy, However given Fapua New Guinas's shift from (Womean in Development
WID} to Gender and Development {GAD) the committes would reorganize its focus,
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LEGAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS, VIOLENCE, PEACE AND NATICHAL
UNITY, "

51 LEGAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

Strateqic Qbisctive:

To increase community awarensss on the importance of wornen's
human rights and legal rights as providad for in the Constitution and —
in the enforcemant and implementation of the Convention on the
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40 Update on the Sfatus of Implementation on the Global Platform
and the PNG, National Platform for Action 19985-20005.,

Most Issuas [0 the Glokal Platfopm for Action are identical to those in Papua Mew Guinea's
Mational Platfomn for Action. However, the major difference is that the issues are ranked
differently in priarity, Upon return fonm Bedjing, a post Beijing conference was held. The four
prigrity issues agreed fo during this ‘Conference which have surfaced jn existing reporis
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o Economic Ermpowennent of Women
) Shared Decision Making and Good Goveinange
d; | I Integraiion of Gender 1ssues in Policies; Plans and Programs
) 1 1 1 [ 1 b

The fnllm!'.ling disc.*u_ssim{ preseniz the status nfl impien!ianta'tic:-lnlc:f'tﬁ& Tour crifical issuess
highlighted.  The implemeantation pan nesds o ke finallsed and formally adopted for
implementation by Gmregnmen!t. Altheugh ihe PNG Platform has not been presentad to the
Mational ancutiva counctl {(MEC) for recognition, commitment and further directions,
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Actlan=: -

k. Integrate the needs of young women in plans and programmes
and encourage their active participation in youth actjvities.
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ii. Frovitie vdrdal glidancd YW drate siv students. *
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1 InvEstigate child labour abuse practiées by private TRAE and
ensure fair renumeration for workers consistent with labour
|amt'llllll-l

Ensiire that curreft ytith labour fegislation is conSiSiantwith
International Labuur Grgamsahans standaras, and addresses
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b, Legisiate w frotéct ine nghis fngInterasts 5F childrah,
X, mecognise the particular support needs of single parents.

X, Suppart efferts of NGO's providing education for life to yoLmng
girls and warnen.

§.3 SPECIAL GROUPS OF WOMEN,

Strateafe Obiective:

To recognize and support the pamicular needs of special groups of
wormern,
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o To reonganise and strengthen ihe Nadional Councll of Wamen's Naehworit af aif
fevals,

The Beijing Conference had consolidated and strenglhenad the National Council of
Women Nebtwork, Woman who have been involved in the confarance proacesses both at the
na,tu;;ung,j and internafignal evels ane performing leadership mles with areater confidenca
M- LTI Tl v B iy, Cilmeie afftri Bk unmer way T3
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. 1892 the Papua New Gdibes goteriment introduced a policy i
Mon-Government Relations in Papua MNew Gdinea’.  Gove




iv. Use UNHCR Guideline on the Protection of Refuges Women in -
cnnjunctic:n with the 1851 Convantion reiating to the Status of
Refugee nsidering refuaee stafus for women,
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f} Conduct gender policy appraisals and impact a55e55Ments ON Macro economis
palicias,

Thls okjective has seen a major commitment on e part of the Papua New Guinea

Govermment and the Woerld Bank to establish the Papua Mew Guinea Mational Wenen's
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Actions:

Increase women's representation in envircnrmental manageimeant and
developrnent; particularly on forestry, mining and landowner boards,

Suppoert  appropriate  environmental Iegislatinﬁ, standards  and
management oractices.

Erforce legislations fo strengthen existing mechanisms in the



Papua Mew Guinea's effort towards gender mainstreaming in govemment planning
systems began in 1992 Papua New Guinea paricipated in & pilst project that was
sponsored by UNIFEM targating four countries of the raglon,
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The National Council of Wormen and other grassy

organisations have a complamentary mia tﬂ- plav on
implernantation, ana palicy advice, - -

The active support and participation of a hmad range &f §
bath government and NGO's is vital.

2. MONITORING AND EVALUATION

A lagical framework including the output indicators will ba oy
evaluate the progress of impiementation of the Papua Ne
Action.This framewarlc will provide the basis for project and
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50 Highlights on innovative Policies and Programs in Cnuniry
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Effective partnership relations, integrafion and collaboration must exist between al|
agencies both Government and MNon Government to ensure thera 1s no duplmatrﬂn
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8.5 Politics and Governmenf Sector
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Cevelop and support an apricultural subsistence improvemeant
pregramme for wotnen using appropriate technology. Croate markets
for subsistence women farmers with subsidies for transparting gonds
to tha nearest markat,

L Colirses for whmen 67184 the various methoas of fish
and food processing particulaty fruit for canning and
sweet botatoes, vaing, bapanas and breadtruii,

Q supboerf womeh as the Wadtinmal asrcoribrabistsa cmeate e e e L



5.0 Major Obstacles Encountered
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Actions:

Davelop and implement governrment housing _policy and
pregrammes that are supportive of wornen, aspecially single
mathers, .

Institute effective systems for tand tenure which include women
as beneficiaries,

Ensure that women have sccoss to information and resources



7.0 Future Directions
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Actions;
A, Women With Disahilities.

I YWomen's orgahisations should |ntegrate the needs of
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8.0 Recommendations
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Committee on Gender and DevSldPhiERT Should also consider the
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progress o the main commilttes, 1t is impdniznt that pardicipation is sought
from mambers of the committes.
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CULTURE AND THE FAMILY.

6.1.

CULTURE AND THE FAMILY
Strategic Objogiiyve:

To encourage women 19 lsamn and understand their own cuklre and

'be more appreciative of their Melanesian identity and values and,

advocate for the elffmination of practices that discriminate against
Wornan,

Actions:

fid.

Integrate and encourage wormnen's paricipation in national and
provincial cultural activities.

intreduce legislation against polygaimous mamiages where
poitgamy is not practiced as custormarny law.

Adequate suppart iz given ts the wives where poligarey s
practiced and review customary |aw.

Iv, Recognise and encourage traditional Melanesian ways of
problern sohving,
i, Frovide apprepriate training for village court magistrates and
officers to adeguately deal with preblems relating to adultery,
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- Sﬂ;agegin Objective:
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" XL Monitor, review and strengthen lagislations against sexual

abuse and prostitution.

5.2 VIOLENCE.
Strateric Objective:
To craate inpreased, awarenoss. that. Minkaman. in. hoth, musivaun darmums 12 o
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e, -
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A
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s and through ernergency financial and sccommodat
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_ \ vill.  Support efforts of churches fo educate teache
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if. introduce measurea to promote functu::nal literacy with
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FOREWORD

The past twanty years has been a patled of tremendous change,. accomplishment
and challenge for women in Papua New Guinea. Women have made imporiant




improved family planning services and family life education
programmes directed at beth rmen and woman.

Increase govemment support of NGOs werking in the areas of
tamily health, '

Minimise the sociv-economic impact of STOAIDS among the
camimuniy. ' '
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