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QUESTIONNAIRE TO GOVERNMENTS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
BELIING PLATFORM FOR ACTION

SINGAPORE'S RESPONSE

. BartNoss. Duandasent trends, o achievinn mender sgualiteand
women’'s amvancemeant

As a small nation with no natueral resources, Singapere has to maksa
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ite score on & composite index comprising the per capita GNP, life
expectancy, literacy and educational levels, Singapore was also ranked
42" qut of 102 countries by the Gender-Empowerment Measure {GEM) i
the same Report. The GEM measuras women's participation in decision-
rnaking i.2. in the professional, economic and pelitical demans as
sompared to men. Singapore s first on the GEM ranking amang the
ASEAM nations, followed by Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and

Indonasia.

5] Eduecation, training and upgrading of skills are underpins of
eEconomic progeess in a competitive global economy and these are givan
great emphasis by government. The budgetary allocation of government
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employrent, Details can be found in our responge to Fart 3 of the
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and institutional measures ' : Part Twa
tional budget for women 1 All
Arnex A, we do not see the need to havea 1.1 As
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Appendix 4
Wooen And Health
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5 School children during their primary and secondary school years are
taught a wide range of health topics such as growth and devclopment,
nuteition, exercise, dental health, avoiding smoking and other substance

abuse, mental health, sexvally transmitted disease/AIDS, female cancers

and breast self- ﬁxammancm? preparation for puberty and family life.
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g Women and volontary welfare organisations have been actively engaged
in collaborative activities with the Ministry of Health to addvess issues
and make recommendations concerning the health of women. Examples
are :-

iy a series of talks, “Know Yaur Health”, in 1997 on health and
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effective in addressing to some extent, the issue of violence against women.
The number of applications for PPOs in-:*rea,ed 20.3% Tor the period May to
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amount of punishment to which he would otherwise have been labie for that
offence. The offences are, cansing hurt or grievous huet to any domestic maid
empioved by the employer; wronpgfully confining any domestic maid employed
by the employer; assanlting or using criminal foroe to any domestic mald
emploved by ie emplover; doing any act that is intended to insult the modesty

of any domestic maid employed by the employer; or an offence of attempting
1o cantmt, el e vornmissiof o v ol g ity wWrE T,
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&) Training iz also provided to other front-line persenmel inelading
doctors and social workers handling such cases;

f1 The Ministry of Community Develapment with social welf“ame
agencies and other government bodies are engaged in public
education programines k¢ promote public awareness on family
violence; These include pamphlets and a guide for professionals who
may comne into contact with such victims, These have been

uted to all government agencies and prassrocts organizations;
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Appendix b
Women and Access to Besources

1 Sinpapaore is a city-state and has no natoral resources except a fine
harbour. Women are given equal access o bazic social services and equal
ﬁppnmuutles to cducation and trammg. up gradmg t:-f skills, pmmc:tmn bazed on
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Care Cenlres programime. Govemment's e:-:pcnmmre on child care subsidies
totaled S548,745,575 in Financial Year 1997/98 and is expected to reach
Futme oA g .J'“ r"t"-"'l-.r‘-..' 9{',_?.::,95 'I.‘;iq:ﬂ mq,_ aJ‘L’f? I:wﬂﬁi% En\,ﬁ‘%%@ qﬁﬂﬁ&""& _1'.:'_’_.% ‘me “_ﬁ

S e e e T

-..-"rrrr!-.mn S dit TR TR

wrofit-iEkit g arganiZations. s gngouraged by government t0 seba i i & i

NI L i‘m‘fi’lﬁrﬂ‘u&ﬁ»ﬂ?ﬁxh ‘5”*”.’“Eﬂ@?*ﬂwfwﬁﬂmw«hm-%nw P
| ”{;! LN, L e ey GO, g Teft Titendtd Hetors ang atter Ecnﬂu"[]:lﬂ%[l} v rEntEn

?P' Whemnnrv ooy (TN A nm& ¢rﬂﬂmmtmé%®ﬁ&%¥ ?“ﬁr e T "ﬁ_ﬁ*‘ "]?-J"AJ’CJM

S

LU LR R R NI R RN RN R RIRIRI NI RY R B

—\.
—

————
1 1 1 mrrerr i

LI B B R -

] ] ] mrormr o W

H—— =

1 1 I nmr i

H H TR T

0 000000000000000O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O@O@O@o]
=

e ——————————————————————————————————————




Appendix 7

Women and Decision —Making
1 We prefer to adopt a principle based on meritocracy rather that to adopt
nffirmesie assisa el s it et andnaliliog sovlite e
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Appendix 8

Women and Decision - Making — Commitment to further activities/New
Initiatives

1 The lew representation of women in politics and in the higher leadarship
levels of the Trade Unions for example, are not due to the lack of opportunities
for women but tather due to stereotyped attitudes on woimen's role in society
and a matter of personal choice.

2 More women will be epcouraged to participate in politics when men
change their attitudes towards women's role as wife and homemaker and help

out in housework.
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Appendix ¢

||r|l| (LI N T AT

e Mo en e nd, Adyangrmeni Statns— Commitmendt, $o f':llr‘"'l t'l‘ Ar I.IHIIIEWTI
|“|||||||||||||||||.1]]

LU Nl

:ﬂsld‘fiqlll I.I”I,r”l'lil:];l.'ti

I H)
: 1E|1rm1:nta 00 prn-:rn:,af* of v.r'.tmn 15 munitpl'-:q‘ﬁf n!
I]‘u;: 'ﬁral rhdiflatienort drl this f:ea;m;auﬁrt Mk

reuﬂ:‘lallllllll h |'d Chld in Tok
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII i”ir‘l1I ”F'}TH'F 1

hm ASEAN ] iu

15 expected to B [y l



Appendix 1)

Wiwren and Hoomen Rigbts..

1 Though thers are no speciai laws or mechialiism to promote women's
rights as human rights per s¢, Singapore does INcoTporate Many measures
Attied 10 proniote o prodtWoklen®s DRt in dpecific 44 ExEinPles are as
follows:- ' :
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Appendix i1
Waomen and the Media

i ‘There is equal portrayal of wamen in leadership roles in the media.
Many examples of successful women are often made well-known by the media.

2 Woimen play a significant refe in (he inedia in Singapore. Prominent
]
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Appendix 12

Women and the Envirooment

| Singapore does not face the problem of displacement of communitics
due to detecioration of patural rescurces, nor is there a problein of public health
risk posed by industrial pollution. Singapeveans, men and women ahike, snjoy
a hlgh stands:d n::-f pul:-lm hea!th and are w&ll—pmtectLd from occnpational
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Appendix 13

Wormnen and Violations of the Rights of 1he Girl-Child

Child Welfare in General

I An Inter-Ministry Committee on the Rights of the Child has been set up
VEGBEENLI0 (00Kt SThgapore’s pUSKION i §i under the Minnd of
wernmerit annd non-governmental seetor . i relativi 1o the Conve
r respective agencies that promote and - have poligies and progr
eneral, the approach taken by Singapors . cafeauard the Imhtﬁ '3”’5
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Article 122 of the Constitution allows a foreign-bom child to be
registered as a Singaporean cifizen by descent if the father is a Singapore
citizen. A foreign-borm child of a fernale Singapore citizen may be granted
citizenship by registration under Asticle 12402 of the constimtion.

£

3 Provisions in the Women's Charter requires a mininum age of marriage
of 12 years (section ¥). The Minister for Community Development has the
discretion to permit a person below 8 years to marry on application to him
(section 20), Any party to be married, if aged 18 years to less that 21 vears,
will need the conzent of parents or other legally approved persons (as provided




